
1 
 

 
September 2025 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

           

“You don’t take a photograph, you 
make it.”  

Ansel Adams 

 

Hello Everyone!  

Ansel Adams was a 

genius with a camera. 

You can feel the 

moodiness of the atmosphere in this shot. This year our photography show 

“The Art Of Photography” is officially a part of the regional Central Texas 

photography festival known as Foto Setptiembre. The show is open to all 

members and outside artists as well. Please select your best photos and come to enter on 

Monday, September 8th. 

TRPA Update 

We have now reached the ENTRY DEADLINE and have 27 artists for the TRPA event and 

another 5 outside artists joining us for the Quick Draw. Tickets for the Meet & Mingle are on 

sale at the Docent Desk, please purchase your tickets before September 22nd. We need a 

headcount to finish our order with Krause’s. 

Comal County Fair and Parade! 

The fair will be September 24th through the 28th, with the parade going through downtown on 

Friday the 26th, starting at 9am. If you are a docent on the day of the parade you may want to 

come in early so that you can get into our parking spaces before it starts.        

NBAL 2026 Membership 

Please do not forget that we start the intake of next year’s membership October 1st…. not 

before. The new forms will be on the website and in the racks on the first of October. Displaying 

Members be sure to put the job, or if you are a Docent, the date you want to work at the bottom 
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of the form. The sooner you turn the membership form in the more likely you are to get the day 

you want.  

Job Openings for Next Year 

1st Vice President – Oversees Gallery and Gallery Staffing (contact Vicki Houston for more 

information) 

Gallery Staffing Team Position – Creates docent schedules and calendars (contact Vicki 

Houston for more information) 

2nd Vice President – Oversees Special Shows and Receptions (contact Debbie Cooper for 

more information) 

 

NBAL is in desperate need of members who have computer skills or bookkeeping experience 

to help us move forward with our growth. Please note any business talents that you would be 

willing to share with our organization at the bottom of your 2026 Membership Form. 

 

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 

           

      

Treasurer's Report  for July 2025 
Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Top ten sellers : Gina Cumberland,  Mary Shepard, Kay Primer, Marilyn Hamilton, Janet  

Chang, Sarah Donawerth, Joy Fonvielle, Diane Black, Norman Bean, Gayle Temple 

Total Sales: July  2025 $ 5716.96 

 July  2024 $ 7894.73 

 

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the  Board monthly and is 

available to anyone upon request. 

 

 

Docent Tip of the Month 

All displaying members are reminded to write their FULL name on the artist card using the 

same name as recorded in NBAL records.  We have several members with almost identical 

names, so we need the full name recorded on our paperwork. 
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Please be alert to messages on the Clover screen.  “Offline” means the device is not connected 

and the sale will NOT process.  You need to troubleshoot the problem. Technical help info is 

posted next to the machine. 

Please be sure to obtain the customer’s zip code on the sales invoice. This is one way we track 

out of town visitors. 

The Clover receipt tells you the method of payment.  “Debit card sale” means a debit card was 

used.  “Mastercard” means a Mastercard was used. Please circle the correct payment method 

when completing the invoice. 

 

 

NBAL SPECIAL SHOW  
 DEBBIE COOPER – 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

irongoddess1@gmail.com 

 

“A Song in Your Art” closes Saturday, September 6th. Please remember to pick up your artwork by 
Sunday, September 7.  Thank you for helping the submissions hanging team get ready for the next 
show.  

 
“Art of Photography” - co-chairs Larry Johnson and Karen Stephenson.  Submission day is 

Monday, Sept 8, 9am – 12pm. This show starts on Tuesday, Sept 9.  The reception is Friday, 

Sept 12, 6pm – 8pm.  The show ends on Saturday, Oct. 11. Larry has sent a reminder to all 

members regarding submission day.  It has also been posted on Instagram. 

In addition, Jenkins2D, Johnny Duncan, will be exhibiting works by four artists called “Neo 

Braunfels”.  It starts on September 9 and ends October 11.  We look forward to a fun crowd 

at the reception the evening of Friday, Sept. 12. We hope you can join us for a great evening. 

See you at the gallery! 

 

mailto:irongoddess1@gmail.com
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Annual Christmas Fundraiser for NBAL 

  

ALL NBAL members:  The annual Christmas ornament fundraiser 

will be starting in October in sync with Artoberfest Show on 

October 20. Donations will be accepted through Christmas.  A 

display for the ornaments will be set up at the front of the gallery.   

Each ornament should be tagged with a sale price.  Special tags 

MUST be used on donated ornaments and are available in the 

gallery. Place the sale price on one side of the tag and your name 

on the other.  All proceeds will be given back to NBAL.    

Questions? E-mail Gina Cumberland, Chairperson, at 

gcumberland@yahoo.com  Thank You! 

 

 

Tidbits 
Myra Knapp, Librarian 

 

Information comes at you from all sides these days - almost more than we can comfortably 

handle.  I like to take in just enough information that does not make me crazy - that is why I 

love going to our New Braunfels Library. 

 

While straightening and dusting books the other day, book titles kept catching my eye.  I came 

home with a small stack tucked under my arm to comb through when the time was right.  One 

such book was “How to Draw Caricatures” by Len Redman 741.5.  I have had just about zero 

interest in drawing caricatures at this point; but not only was the book entertaining and the 

faces funny, I was surprised by how with just a tidbit of information, I was pulled in a totally new 

direction and excited about the possibilities.   

 

No, I will probably never jump into drawing caricatures but what fun it was to learn about 

something totally new to me.  There are thousands of new ideas waiting for you at your 

Library.  Go check them out - keys are at the Docents’ desk - open the library door and see 

what catches your eye. 
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Upcoming Workshops 
workshopnbal@gmail.com 
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Two Rivers Plein Air Program Sponsors 
We wish to thank the following businesses that have partnered with NBAL to make the 

Two Rivers Plein Air event a reality for the community of New Braunfels.  

 

  

 
 

 

2tarts Bakery  
139 N. Castell Avenue,  

“Sweet” 300 

New Braunfels 

 

Voted Best Desserts in New 

Braunfels for 14 years 

running!  

 

 Stop by 2tarts Bakery and 

sample their culinary artistry, 

located just around the 

corner from NBAL Gallery.  

 

 

 

CEMEX 

2682 Wald Rd 

New Braunfels 

 

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE TRPA AWARDS 

RECEPTION. We are a global building materials 

company committed to providing innovative and 

sustainable solutions for the construction industry. Our 

core value is being active in the communities in which 

we live and work. Building a better future and serving the 

New Braunfels community by supporting the arts with 

NBAL. 

 

Platinum Sponsors 
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Comaltex Insurance Agency 
1110 Eikel Street 
New Braunfels, TX  78130 
 
Decades of Local Insurance 
Knowledge 
Professionals with Hearts to 
Serve 
 
 

Come see us and our rescue cats, Sylvester, Flo, Catzilla and Cab 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Johnson 

Furniture Co. 
283 S. Seguin Ave, 

New Braunfels 

 

Locally owned 

business serving 

the New Braunfels 

area since 1966, 

providing exceptional customer service and high-

quality furniture pieces. Explore our showroom to 

discover a wide selection of locally crafted furniture, accents, art, and photography, 

conveniently located just blocks from the NBAL Gallery. 
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Krause’s Café 

148 S. Castell Ave.,  

New Braunfels 

 

Host of the TRPA QUICK 

DRAW! 

SPONSOR of the opening MEET and MINGLE! 

Step from NBAL’s door and into Krause’s Beer 

Garden where there is always Music, Food and Beer. OPEN 7:30am to 

9:00pm 

 

 

The Mess Around at 

Crosswalk 

471 Main Plaza 

New Braunfels, TX 78130 

 

 

 

 
 

Moody Bank 

401 Main Plaza 

New Braunfels 

 

 

Committed to Being Your Community Bank with 

Global Experience. 

 

In all that we do, our mission is to build long-lasting customer and employee relationships by 

living our core values of respect and delivering excellent financial services. Moody National 

Bank, founded in 1907, is one of the oldest and largest privately owned Texas-based banks. 
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Water 2 Wine 

185 S. Seguin Ave.  

New Braunfels 

 

 

 

Voted BEST WINE SELECTION & BEST BARTENDER 

 

World Sourced – Texas Made! 

A small-batch winery in the heart of downtown New Braunfels. 

Offering daily wine tastings and selling wines by the glass, bottle 

and batch. 

 

 
 

 

Gold Sponsors 
 

 

 

AMMO 

240 Comal Avenue, 
New Braunfels 
 
 

www,theammogroup.com 
Tactical marketing.  Dominating results 
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Brauntex Performing Arts 

Theatre  

290 W. San Antonio St. 

New Braunfels 

830-627-0808 

 

 

Explore downtown New Braunfels’ vibrant culture at the Brauntex Theatre, a cherished 

historical gem. With accessible art and entertainment, we enrich lives and create unforgettable 

moments, blending education, entertainment, and community for all. 

 

Silver Sponsors 
 

ART COTTAGE 

307 West San Antonio St.  

New Braunfels 

 
 
Located in the Grassmarket behind the Huisache Grill, right across 
the railroad tracks from NBAL. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Gallerie at Gruene 

1633 Hunter Road, Suite A, 

Gruene TX 

 

 

Beautiful view of downtown Gruene and the Gruene Dance Hall from their front lawn. 
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Scoop Street 

230 W San Antonio St 

New Braunfels, TX 78130 

 

Located just across the street from 

NBAL you will find premium ice cream 

made in-house from scratch. Enjoy a scoop of ice cream, sorbet, or dairy free 

ice cream in a cup, cone, shake or float. Come see what we are scooping today! 

 

 

 

2025 Board of Officers 
 

President – Mary Hammond                          Treasurer – Marcie Helmke  

1st VP – Vicki Houston                                    Asst. Treasurer – Chase Willett  

2nd VP     Debbie Cooper                                Parliamentarian – Dr. Larry Johnson     

3rd VP – Gretchen Goode                               President Emeritus – Elaine Felder  

Secretary – Anthony Castilleja 
 

 


