May 2026 Newsletter

Mary K. Hammond - President
nbalpresident@gmail.com

“Have no fear of perfection, you'll never
reach it.”

Salvador Dali
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, Hi Everyone,

I love this quote from Dali, it is
humbling and yet freeing at the
same time.

A
Big Thank you Lord «¢ for the much-needed rain. Just enough to put water in our lakes
and rivers but not so much as to flood any of us out. We could use some more just like
that to fill Canyon Lake please.

General Member Mixer

Great time was had by all who braved the
weather and came out to our General
Member Mixer.

Great Food! Thank You Laraine Romine for the delicious pulled pork and roasted
chicken... and to all of you who brought the side dishes and the B ‘
wonderfully fantastic desserts. :
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Thank You Gina and Joe Eby for bringing the darts and balloons again this year. We
had $220 in prizes that were won by those whose aim was true.

Thank you Ralph Nordenhold for taking these great photos!

News from the Executive Board

Saengerfest is Saturday, May 2 this year. 15t Saturday Docents if you see a barrier
keeping you from getting to our parking spots at the back, please go around them and
come on in... or let anyone manning them know that you are one of our workers.

Sad News, some of our workers are dealing with illnesses, have had accidents or have
moved away from the area. Due to these losses and much discussion from the
Executive Board we have decided to no longer be open for 15t Friday PM as of May. We
felt that it is more important for us to be open every day of the week than manning a
night when the sales have really been hit or miss since we started the PM shift five
years ago. Hopefully when we get more Displaying Members and sales recover, we will
start them up again.

See you guys in the gallery, =’
Mary Hammond
NBAL President

Treasurer’s Report March 2026

Marcie Helmke, Treasurer
nbaltreasurer@gmail.com

Top ten sellers: Joe Eby, Diane Black, Mary Shepard, Melissa Nairn, Gina Eby, Rob
Wooley, Bruce Clark, Gina Cumberland, Evelyn Hlebik, Jessica Veilleux.

Total Sales:  March 2026 $6719.74
March 2025 $10,774.47
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A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the Board monthly
and is available to anyone upon request.

Docent Tip of the Month

Docents are reminded to review the handbook of procedures located at the docent desk.

Sales invoices need to be completed fully. Please obtain the customer's zip code so we
can track out of town visitors. The Daily Sales Log also needs to be completed fully. The
sales log should be signed at the END of your shift verifying the paperwork is correct.

Parking Reminders

Please remember that the parking spaces behind our building are reserved for members
using the facility. If you attend a class and want to eat out afterwards, please relocate
your vehicle. If no one present in the building claims a vehicle, then it is subject to towing
at owner expense. This policy is in effect because we sponsor multiple classes and
workshops during the day and evening hours and we want to enable those artists to
access parking.

Celebrating Success and the Upcoming Schedule
Janie Perez-Martin, 15t VP
mimimrt@gmail.com

As we wrap up another month, we are happy to say that whether you took part in
events, contributed ideas, or simply cheered us on, your involvement made a difference.
We did have a shortage of docents to cover for First Friday Nights. We will be open on
Friday May 1st, because it is also the reception for our special show Mix it Up. June is
up in the air, but we are hopeful to be able to resume opening for First Friday nights
beginning in July. Sadly, for all, if a staffing shortage continues the Executive Board is
prepared to suspend this valuable sell time.

The NBAL depends on docents showing up to staff the Gallery, without people working
the desk there can be no sales, so it is very important to not only show up for your
scheduled shift but to step up and help fill vacancies when they occur due to unforeseen
situations in our members’ lives.
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The July-December Docent duty calendar will be revised to reflect vacancies that have
occurred throughout the past few months. Please email me (Janie Perez-Martin) at
janieperezmartin@amail.com with any specific requests/needs to change your workday
availability.

Currently, we need a person to fill the Gallery Staffing Team Leader position.

Email Janie Perez-Martin if you need more information on the qualifications and
responsibilities to fill this position.

Please remember to accurately label your artwork when you hang it and remember to
remove it on a prompt basis. Work that stays in the hallway by the stairs is no longer for
sale and there is a risk of damage due to the amount of traffic in that area, there is also
a time period after which the work is considered abandoned and will become property of
the NBAL, see page 18 of yearbook for specifics.

Thank you once again for helping make this month such a success. We look forward to
continuing this journey with you and embracing the new schedule together!

May Spotlight
Jeffery Yentz, 3 VP
jeffrey_yentz@yahoo.com

In addition to an extensive collection of local
artists' works (painting, drawing, jewelry,
sculptures, etc.) each of which is available for a

- new “‘home”, the New Braunfels Art League is

| pleased to announce the “American Red, White,
& Blue” show beginning 15 June and running
through 25 July. Come help us celebrate the USA
. with our American patriotism and red, white &
blue color schemes.



mailto:janieperezmartin@gmail.com

Tech Team Update

Stephen Marlow, Chair
Silverscout1887@gmail.com

Great news, everyone—our new Wi-Fi is up and running! &=

When you’re at the gallery, simply connect to GalleryGuest. The password is
conveniently posted on the classroom light switches, at the docent desk, and on the
bulletin board at the docent workstation.

We’ve kept the downstairs Bowers network active for now, but the older access point
equipment on the second floor has been removed as part of the upgrade.

Coming soon: a doorbell camera at the back entrance, which will wrap up our network
camera project nicely.

Looking ahead, we're excited to begin several new tech projects! One highlight will be
the ability to renew your membership online with a card—saving you a trip downtown.
Our goal is to have it in place by October 15t. Of course, you'll still have the choice to
renew in person at the docent desk with cash or check, just like always.

Stay tuned—more improvements are on the way!

Special Show
Gina Eby, 2nd VP
ginaeby@gmail.com

Current Show:
Creating Art with Mixed Media!
Reception: Friday, May 1, 6PM — 7:30PM

Upcoming Show:

% American Red, White, and Blue *****

Submissions: Monday June 15, 9am - Noon

Reception Wednesday, June 17, 2026, from 6:00 - 7:30 pm
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Special Show Survey — We Want Your Input!

The Special Show Survey needs more input from membership. If you take part in the
Special Shows (presenters and viewers), this is your opportunity to make a difference.
Let your voice be heard. Your feedback matters!

If you haven’t responded yet, please take a few minutes to share your thoughts. Your
ideas will help shape future shows at NBAL.
We’d love to know:

1. Which past Special Shows excited you the most?
2. What keeps you from entering Special Shows?
3. Do you have ideas for future shows?

Please email your responses to ginaeby@gmail.com as soon as possible.

While | can’t promise every idea will be implemented, | truly want to hear what you have
to say and will compile your feedback for future planning.

Thank you for helping us grow and improve our programs!

Upcoming Art Workshops * 2026

“Creativity takes courage.” — Henri Matisse

Every time you try something new in your art, you’re already
succeeding.

Currently no workshops are available — Your help is needed!
To continue to provide workshops at our gallery we need a workshop coordinator.
Responsibilities include scheduling workshops and coordinating the events. The

coordinator position qualifies as a displaying artist workday. For more info,
email nbaltreasurer@gmail.com.

2026 Board of Officers

President - Mary Hamond Treasurer - Marcie Helmke

1st VP - Janie Perez-Martin Assistant Treasurer - vacant

2nd VP - Gina Eby Parliamentarian - Stephen Marlow
3rd VP - Jeffery Yentz President Emeritus - Elaine Felder

Secretary — Melissa Nairn
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TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com

The New Braunfels Art League Galleries are open daily,
Mon-Sa t10am-5pm; Sundays Noon-5pm
Sign up for Art League News and Announcements
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Investing in a Creative Texas

The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part
by an award from the Texas Commission for the
Arts. To find out more about how Texas
Commission for the Arts grants impact Texas
individuals and communities, visit
www.arts.texas.gov.

New Braunfels Art League programs are supported in part
by the City of New Braunfels Arts Commission for Hotel
Occupancy Tax Funding.
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arts.gov

The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part by an award
from the National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about
how National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individuals
and communities, visit www.arts.gov.
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