April 2026 Newsletter

Mary K. Hammond - President
nbalpresident@gmail.com

' “l am independent! | can live alone and | love
to work.”

Mary Cassatt

Hi Everyone,

Spring has sprung and it is
gorgeous outside. Cool enough "¢
to step outside without the f‘
mosquitoes getting you and warm enough to not need a jacket. If you
are like me, you have been busy working in the yard and repotting
plants.

Like my backyard NBAL has multiple projects in the works all moving along nicely. | am
sure that everyone has noticed all the new tech equipment that is being added to the
kitchen area. Please keep in mind that this is just the foundation that will support our new
security system, artist’s inventory intake, and new point of sale process for the docent
desk. Do not worry, the Tech Team has reassured me that once they get it all set up it
will make our lives so much easier at the gallery.

If you have noticed the dropping floor that is happening
under the wall between the main gallery and kitchen, don’t
panic. We have had the contractor come to look at it and it
is not a major issue. Stephen Marlow and Jeffrey Yentz ==
have come up with a very good solution for us to add |
adjustable jacks to the beams in the basement to stabilize
the floor. These jacks can be adjusted to meet the needs
of the building for both our wet and dry seasons. Thank
you Stephen and Jeffery!
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Upcoming General Member Mixer

On April 21, from 6 to 8:00pm NBAL will be hosting our

annual member gathering (potluck) at the gallery. We

plan to eat in the main gallery so that we can visit and

look at all the wonderful art around us.

Laraine Romine will be bringing the main meat dish
again this year which is always delicious!

Attending members are asked to bring side dishes and desserts.

Once again, we are providing wine and beer, but if you would like to bring drinks from
home then please do. Please keep in mind that everyone who is drinking should drink
responsibly.

Activities:

Book Sale — Myra Knapp will have a table of our extra | =
artbooks from the library to sell. -
Art Exchange — Bring a small piece of your artwork to
exchange with other artists.

Games with Prizes — Gina Eby will have games for us to play
with prizes to win. We all had fun throwing the darts last year
and she said she will blow them up more ballons for us to pop
this year.

See you guys in the gallery, =
Mary Hammond
NBAL President



Treasurer’s Report February 2026

Marcie Helmke, Treasurer
nbaltreasurer@agmail.com

Top ten sellers : Toryn Autry, Brent McCarthy, Mary LaFond, Joe Eby, Mi Hyun Choi,
Padi Civello, Robert Wooly, Bill Sullivan, Jolene Oyer, Gina Eby.

Total Sales: Feb 2026 $6519.24
Feb 2025 $ 5902.72

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the Board monthly
and is available to anyone upon request.

Workshop Chair Opportunity

Our organization is still in need of a workshop chair. In order to continue to provide
workshops at our gallery we need a chair. Responsibilities include scheduling
workshops and coordinating the events. This volunteer position qualifies as a displaying
artist workday. For more info, email nbaltreasurer@gmail.com.

Docent Tip of Month

PLEASE follow the steps posted on the desk to operate the Clover machine. Most
errors are the result of not following the steps.

Be sure to use the calculator to complete the sales invoice.

We need to record the zip code on every sales invoice. This helps track out of town
traffic in the gallery.

Please take phone messages when individuals call the gallery. Do NOT give out

personal phone numbers.
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Docent Updates & Thank You!

Janie Perez-Martin, 1st VP
mimimrt@agmail.com

e A heartfelt thank you to the members who stepped up so quickly in the past
weeks to fill unexpected docent vacancies. Your willingness to jump in at a
moment’s notice truly keeps our gallery running smoothly!

e Special thanks to Will Wehmeyer, Kathy Boss, Padi Civello, Michelle Watts, Deb
Smallwood, Nancy Ford, Mark Mayfield and Susan Calafrancesco for generously
taking on extra days to ensure we can remain open—your support makes a real
difference.

e Looking ahead, the July—December calendar will be finalized soon. Please notify
Janie Perez-Martin at janieperezmartin@gmail.com by May 30 if you need to
make any changes to your scheduled workday. At this time, our greatest need
continues to be weekend coverage.

Thank you all for your continued support and commitment to NBAL!

Parking Reminder for Members

We’d like to remind all members of the importance of respecting the designated
Working Docent parking spaces.

On March 11, all docent-designated spots were occupied, leaving a scheduled working
docent without a place to park. These spaces are specifically reserved to ensure that
docents—who are providing essential services—can arrive and begin their duties
without delay.

We kindly ask all members to be mindful of this designation and avoid parking in these
reserved areas unless authorized. Your cooperation helps support our docents and
ensures smooth daily operations for everyone.
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Tech Team Update

Stephen Marlow, Chair
Silverscout1887@gamail.com

| We'd like to extend a big thank you to Paul
Bower, along with Stephen’s son Sterling and
8| granddaughter Ana, for their hard work and
% dedication on our technology upgrade! Thanks
to their efforts, we've successfully run over
1,000 feet of Cat 6 cable throughout the
building—even through our 18-inch thick walls—
along with installing fiber optic cable between

floors and additional coaxial lines.

n—

The team has also installed a new parking lot
robo camera, 12 additional cameras, door sensors, and a brand-new Wi-Fi system. The
Wi-Fi has already been tested throughout the building, and the results look excellent!
We’re keeping the current system running for now, but the new network will be activated
soon for staff and guests.

Special thanks to Paul for providing key components that helped keep the project moving
despite shipping delays. It's been a rewarding effort, and a great opportunity to connect
with many of our wonderful docents along the way.

We’'re about two-thirds of the way complete and excited to continue building on this
progress—more improvements are already in the works!

Special Show and Jury Day Update
Gina Eby, 2nd VP
ginaeby@gmail.com

Upcoming Changes to the Jury Process

Hello Members,
We’ve been working behind the scenes on some exciting updates to our jury process
and look forward to sharing all the details in the May newsletter!

One change you can begin preparing for now: artists will be asked to submit five pieces
in each category they wish to display in the gallery, rather than the three pieces
required in the past.
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There are several additional updates in the works that we think you’ll be excited about,
all designed to strengthen and showcase the incredible talent within our membership.
Stay tuned for the full announcement next month—we can’t wait to share what’s ahead!

Current Show:

Lasting Impressions - Canyon Lake Art Guild - Member's Show
Monday, March 23 - Saturday, April 25, 2026

Upcoming Show:
Creating Art with Mixed Media!
Monday, April 27, Submission Day

Tuesday, April 28, open to the public
Friday, May 1, Reception 6PM — 7:30PM

Upcoming Art Workshops * 2026

“Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same
time.” — Thomas Merton

Step away from the everyday and into your creativity—join one of our
upcoming workshops and see where your art can take you.

-
Let Daint!

A Three-Day, Hands-On
Watercolor Workshop
with Paul Jackson
May 1-3, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $480
Non-Members - $520
register & Pay now



https://www.pauljackson.com/
https://form.jotform.com/251775191029157

Paint with Paul and he'll help you reach the next level of artistic confidence
and ability as he guides you through a painting, illustrating the principles of
design, color, value, composition and the mechanics of watercolor.

Come prepared to be entertained, make new artist friends and find logical
and creative answers to your watercolor problems.

If watercolor is your passion, then this highly energized painting workshop
is for you! Paul's stress-free, positive approach toward the act of painting
will inspire you to loosen up and have fun again. Expect an intense,
concentrated and lively workshop where you will elevate your
understanding of watercolor. Beginners are always welcome!

Paul is the author of Painting Spectacular Light Effects in Watercolor and
The Wandering Watercolorist. Learn more about his work
at www.pauljackson.com.

A Three-Day, Hands-On
Watercolor Workshop
with Lynn Ferris
May 15-17, 2026; 10 am - 5
pm Daily

NBAL Members - $655

Non-Members - $695
register & Pay now
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Light and shadow shouldn’t be afterthoughts in our paintings. Good use of
light and shadow is one of the best ways to take a painting from ordinary to
extraordinary.

In her signature workshop, “Capturing the Light,” Lynn will show students
how to use light to design stronger compositions and bring drama to a
variety of subject matter. Students will gain new skills and confidence
working with shadows, light sources, creating glow, and more as they bring
their work to the next level! Lynn is always available to help and encourage.

Lynn provides handouts, reference materials, and lots of personal
attention. Learn more about Lynn at lynnferris.com.

To See More Details of All Upcoming Workshops
Visit The NBAL Website

2026 Board of Officers

President - Mary Hamond Treasurer - Marcie Helmke

1st VP - Janie Perez-Martin Assistant Treasurer - vacant

2nd VP - Gina Eby Parliamentarian - Stephen Marlow
3rd VP - Jeffery Yentz President Emeritus - Elaine Felder

Secretary — Melissa Nairn

239W.SAN ANTONIO ST.| MAP | 830/629-8022
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TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com
The New Braunfels Art League Galleries are open daily,
Mon-Sa t10am-5pm; Sundays Noon-5pm
Sign up for Art League News and Announcements
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Investing in a Creative Texas

The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part
by an award from the Texas Commission for the
Arts. To find out more about how Texas
Commission for the Arts grants impact Texas
individuals and communities, visit
www.arts.texas.gov.

New Braunfels Art League programs are supported in part
by the City of New Braunfels Arts Commission for Hotel
Occupancy Tax Funding.
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The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part by an award
from the National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about
how National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individuals
and communities, visit www.arts.gov.




