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April 2025 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

           

“Work lovingly done is the secret of 

all order and all happiness.” 

Pierre-Auguste Renoir 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone!  

LET”S PARTY!!! 

If you are not familiar with Renoir’s “The Luncheon of the 

Boating Party,” it is a painting that he did of some of his 

friends, fellow impressionist artists and their models. Let’s do 

the same thing and come to the gallery to talk about art, share 

food, wine/beer and a good time. We hope to see all of our 

members and their spouses there.  

General Member Mixer 

On April 15, from 6 to 8:00pm NBAL will be hosting our annual member gathering 

(potluck) at the gallery.  

Laraine Romine will be bringing her delicious pork loin as our main meat 

dish. If pork is not for you, then please feel free to bring another meat to share. 

Attending members are asked to bring side dishes and desserts. 

mailto:nbalpresident@gmail.com
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This year we are also providing wine and beer; but, if you would like to bring 

drinks from home, then please do. Please keep in mind that everyone who is 

drinking should drink responsibly.  

Activities: 

Book Sale – Myra Knapp will have a table of our extra art books from the library 

to sell. 

Art Exchange – Bring a small piece of your artwork to exchange with other artists. 

Short Film – Vickie Moon Merchant will be presenting an award-winning short 

film based on her and Kay Kronke Betz’s book “The Story of the Rockport-Fulton 

Art Colony”. It was awarded the Best Documentary at the Texas short film festival.  

Film Clip – Larry Johnson will be showing a video compilation of the Art League's 

events and shows from 2024.  This video was produced to accompany our 

proposal to the Texas Arts Commission for a grant that was submitted March 1. 

Games with Prizes – Gina Eby will have games for us to play with prizes to win. 

 

Lend a Helping Hand 

Can you imagine trying to keep up with all of the toilet paper, paper towels, and 

cleaning products that our organization consumes throughout the year??? That is 

the tough job that Ralph Nordenhold (Purchasing) does for us. Tuesday and 

Friday Docents who are asked to restock the bathrooms on their workdays and the 

Housekeeping Team that are using the cleaning products, or anyone who sees 

that we are running low, let’s all help him out by writing items that we need onto 

the shopping list that he keeps on the refrigerator in the kitchen. Thank you, Ralph! 

 

New Braunfels Parks Foundation 

The NB Parks Foundation has contacted us again this year for help with their 

Saengerfest Silent Auction that they hold to raise money for their many projects 

around town. Please contact Patrick Lackey before April 28 if you want to donate 

artwork. palackey123@gmail.com  

 

Canyon Lake Art Guild  

Congratulations on your beautiful annual show “Lasting Impressions”. We are so 

happy to share our space with you and consider you to be our brothers and sisters 

in art.  

mailto:palackey123@gmail.com
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NBAL members if you live in the Canyon Lake area, then you really should think 

about becoming a CLAG member also. While talking to their President Shell 

Fitzpatrick I found out that they have a $25 membership fee and meet monthly, 

September through May, in the Library at 12 noon with a light lunch, a quick 

business meeting and then a demonstration. Something else I learned is that they 

display and sell their artwork in the community at four different locations. Venues 

include Prosperity Bank in downtown Sattler, Brookshire Brothers Grocery store in 

Hancock, Tye Preston Memorial Library, and the popular Wildflour North Artisan 

Grill. Shell says … ALL are welcome, and you do not need to be an artist to be a 

member of our Art Guild. Come join us! 

www.canyonlakeartguild.com 

 

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 

 

 

Treasurer's Report  for February 2025 
Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Top ten sellers :  Diane Black, Janie Perez-Martin, Joe Eby, Paula Dayoob 

Schweizer, Mary K Hammond, Vida Tayari, Tiny Amber Taylor, Martha Griffin, 

Mary Shepard, Anna Cochran 

Total Sales: Feb 2025 $ 5902.72 

 Feb 2024 $ 8418.42 
 

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the  Board 

monthly and is available to anyone upon request. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canyonlakeartguild.com/
mailto:nbaltreasurer@gmail.com
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Got Bricks? 
 

NBAL is embarking on 

a restoration/repair 

project on the front and 

left side of the building.  

We have several 

places that are missing 

brick.  We found bricks 

in the basement for the 

front façade.  We need 

4-5 bricks that match 

the left side of the 

building (reddish color).  

If you see any 

demolition work in your 

neighborhood, people 

replacing their flower beds, etc…, please see if the colors match and claim some 

brick for our project.  

 

Docent Tips of the Month 
 

Please take the time to read the docent manual during your next workday. There 

is a lot of good information in the manual! 

Please remember that ALL info is required when completing a sales invoice. If 

customers do not want to give their name, please ask for their home zip code so 

we can track out of town visitors.  The name of the person making the sale should 

be entered at the bottom of the invoice. Please look at the Clover receipt to 

determine method of payment. DEBIT on the receipt means you circle “debit.”  

Apple pay is run through one of the established credit companies – the info is on 

the Clover receipt.  

ALL money figures should be written in established form on the sales invoice.  

Thirty-five dollars should be written $35.00.  Multiple errors have occurred because 

decimal notation was not used and the docent did not add up the correct place 

value columns.  
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Your Help is Needed 

 

Please help NBAL manage our resources efficiently. The past two months we have 

spent over $1000 monthly on utilities. As we head into the searing summer season, 

please adhere to the policy posted at each thermostat in the building: 

• During the winter, the setting is 70⁰ during building use and 65⁰ after 

hours.  

• During the summer, the setting is 75⁰ during building use and 80⁰ after 

hours.  

Please dress for the season so you can be comfortable while using the building.  

 

 

NBAL SPECIAL SHOW INFORMATION FOR APRIL 
 DEBBIE COOPER – 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

irongoddess1@gmail.com 

 

The Canyon Lake Art Guild Show, “Lasting Impressions” is going on now.  We 

are so happy to have the Art Guild return. This show runs through Sat, April 26th.  

I hope everyone can come out to see this beautiful art show. 

Coming next is a NBAL classic…”Art in Bloom”!!!  The theme is “flowers”. Bring 

your beauties for this “indoor” garden party. Submission day is April 28, 9am-12pm.  

The show opens to the public April 29 and runs through Saturday, May 31. The 

reception is Friday, May 2, 6-7:30pm.  The awards will be announced at 7pm.  We 

look forward to seeing everyone there.  

Art Show Contributors…Thanks to all of you who have removed your art in time 

for our next show.  The hanging team is especially grateful. 

Wishing you all a creative month! 
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Social Media News 

Vickie Merchant, Social Media 

Vickie.moonmerchant@gmail.com 
 

Our Facebook and Instagram presence is continuing to grow.  Facebook has 3,300 

Followers with 22,286 Views from February 28 until March 25, 2025.  We have 

reached 9,074 page views.  294 have interacted with our page. 

 

Our Instagram page had 3,900 Views with 212 interactions for the 39 stories and 

12 posts that have been posted.   

 

Thanks everyone for helping our presence in the social media realm grow. 

 

If you are a Member of NBAL, you are welcome to join “Members of the New 

Braunfels Art League” page.  Your membership will be verified, and you will be 

welcomed into this private group page.  We hope to include you on this page. 

 

 

 

Make Your Vote Count! 

 

 

 

The annual Herald-Zeitung Best of New Braunfels 

begins April 2 at 1pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://herald-zeitung.com/bonb2025/#//
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Where the Wild Things Are 
Myra Knapp, Librarian 

kattknapp@sbcglobal.net 

 

At this time of year wildlife abounds.  Why not sketch or paint our fine feathered or 

furry friends.  Everything you need to get started can be found in your New 

Braunfels Art League Library. 

 

Here are some exciting books that will get you started:  Painting Nature’s Little 

Creatures 758.1 KOU;  Painting Garden Animals 758.1 NEL; Painting Birds Step 

by Step 758.1 ROU; Wildlife Painting Techniques of Modern Masters 758.1 RAY; 

or how about Painting Animals That Touch the Heart 758.1 HAR. 

 

There is so much inspiration that can be found in your library. A visit will get you 

moving into the wonderful world of creating art.  Go check it out - the keys can be 

picked up at the docent desk and your Library is upstairs through the Bower 

Classroom.  Go get inspired! 

 

 

Meet Carol Haralson 
Workshop Coordinator 

caharalson@yahoo.com 

 

Everyone! Take a moment to meet and welcome your new workshop coordinator 

Carol Haralson.   

 

I moved to NB in Oct 2022 (from Gainesville, TX) after 

retirement. Grew up as an Air Force brat living in the 

states & Europe then spent 40 years in Human 

Resources supporting business/employees in all areas of 

HR. I am a display member with the NBAL (Dec 2023) 

and work in several media (1, 3, 4): encaustic, 

printmaking and alternative photographic processes 

being my current “favorite obsessions”.  But I’ve also 

worked in glass (fused/blown/torch), was a contract 

weaver (custom saddle blankets), paper maker & am 

now learning the art of bookbinding. My friends say I’m 

always chasing the “shiny squirrel” in art, and they are right. Life is too short to not 

try it all! I’m looking forward to supporting the NBAL, the members, the community 

mailto:kattknapp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:caharalson@yahoo.com
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and guest artist/teachers. I would love to hear suggestions/referrals from members 

on what they would like to see us do in the future - 2025 calendar is set, 2026 is 

taking shape with plenty of room to satisfy those artists cravings! 

 

 

Upcoming Workshops 

 

Why sign up for a workshop today 

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me 

and I learn.” — Benjamin Franklin 

 

With Award Winning Artist 

Vie Dunn-Harr 

May 2-4, 2025; 10 am - 5 pm 

Daily 

NBAL Members - $455 

Non-Members - $495 

In this workshop, Vie will introduce 

movement and abstraction as the foundation 

of any subject matter.  She will share how to 

superimpose and weave realism into the 

original abstract expressions using design 

elements in the process.  Some may choose 

to work solely abstractly. 

Like an expedition, participants will immerse 

themselves into unfamiliar territory and be 

challenged creatively.  Acrylics offer an 

exhilarating way to trust the creative process 

and discover new possibilities artistically 

Vie will do group demos and work individually with each participant to encourage 

and support their unique artistic voice and style.  Collaboration and critiques as a 

group will be informative and beneficial . Learn more about Vie and her work 

at viedunn-harr.com    

Register & Pay Now 

https://www.viedunn-harr.com/
https://www.viedunn-harr.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387814255159
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With Award Winning 

Artist 

Giovanna DiZurita  

May 30-31, 2025; 10 am 

- 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $425 

Non-Members - $465 

Join award-winning artist Giovanna DiZurita for a 

two-day workshop on May 30-31, 2025, from 10 am 

to 5 pm daily. Participants will explore techniques 

such as layering and composition to build depth and 

structure in their artwork. The workshop emphasizes 

incorporating mixed media by integrating personal or 

symbolic objects, allowing artists to infuse their 

pieces with narrative and emotion. By the end of the 

workshop, attendees will have completed a 

meaningful piece and acquired adaptable skills for 

future artistic endeavors. For more information about 

Giovanna and her work, visit dizurita.com. 

Register and Pay Now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dizurita.com/
https://dizurita.com/
https://dizurita.com/
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/may-30-31-2025-giovanna-dizurita.html
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A Three-Day, Hands-On 

Workshop 

With  Michael deMeng 

Aug 15 - 17, 2025; 10 am - 5 pm 

Daily 

NBAL Members - $645   Non-

Members - $685 

Register & Pay now 

 

 
Michael deMeng, a master of assemblage and altered art, will share his signature 

techniques in a workshop centered on crafting art from unexpected materials. 

Known for his innovative style and inspiring teaching.  

 

Michael’s workshops are a must for those wanting to elevate their artistic 

practice. DeMeng, based in Vancouver, Canada, exhibits and teaches his unique 

art techniques worldwide.  

 

Michael's art delves into themes of transformation, taking discarded materials and 

breathing new life into them through unexpected combinations. His work embodies 

rebirth, reimagining these elements as they fuse with other surprising components. 

Drawing inspiration from myths and legends, his assemblages serve as metaphors 

for the perpetual cycles of life, death, and renewal. Learn more about Michael and 

his work at MichaeldeMeng.com 

  

For information about all upcoming workshops, visit our 

website Upcoming Workshops - NEW BRAUNFELS ART 

LEAGUE 

https://www.michaeldemeng.com/
https://form.jotform.com/243405830964156
https://www.michaeldemeng.com/
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html
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Ongoing Adult Classes 

Detailed information on ongoing adult classes can be found 

online at: 

TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com  

 

2025 Board of Officers 
 

President – Mary Hammond                          Treasurer – Marcie Helmke  

1st VP – Vicki Houston                                    Asst. Treasurer – Chase Willett  

2nd VP     Debbie Cooper                     Parliamentarian – Dr. Larry Johnson     

3rd VP – Gretchen Goode                               President Emeritus – Elaine Felder  

Secretary – Anthony Castilleja 
 

 

https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/classes.html
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/classes.html

