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March 2026 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

       

“A work of art which did not begin in emotion 
is not art.”  
Paul Cezanne 
 

Hi Everyone, 

February was a busy month for us 

with the “Home Brewed Fantasy” 

show with its reception and our first 

ever “Artist Social Gathering” 

happening back-to-back. Both events 

had wonderful turnouts with many new faces coming into the gallery. Fantasy 

show winners with photos are on the website now if you want to take a look and below are photos 

from the Social. 

BIG, Big Thank You to our Fantastic Reception Team! 

These wonderful ladies put together two delicious banquets within a one-week period. Ladies, I 

know this was exhausting but I want to recognize you for a job well done. Team Leader Diane 

Parker did an excellent job selecting food appropriate for each event. For the young artists and 

their families who came to the show reception, she provided finger sandwiches, chips, cookies, 

and cupcakes. Then for our NBAL Members coming to the social, she gave us not only delicious 

ciabatta sliders, fresh fruit with yogurt dip, nuts with cheese slices but also hot artichoke dip, 

bacon wrapped stuffed jalapenos and queso with chips. For dessert she had cookies, cupcakes 

plus an Ice Cream Sundae station with all of the fixings for us to treat ourselves. Awesome!  
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The Reception Team Members are Rendy Spangenburg, Denise Counley, Paula Dayoub-

Schwizer, Melanie Chaffin and Cheryl Lewis. Thank you again Ladies for going above and 

beyond to care and provide for us. 

We had about 30 members come to the Artist Social with 4 to 5 of them brand new members, 

which I think was really good for the first time having the event. Everyone enjoyed not having 

anything on the agenda but visiting, putting together a puzzle and sharing art talk. Our goal is to 

bring us all together as friends and colleagues and reinforce our founding members vision of an 

artist community. We will be having our annul General Member Mixer (Potluck) in April and then 

another Artist Social in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to Gina Cumberland for the new card racks that she donated to the gallery and the 

work and care she gives to keep the gallery looking so good. 

 

An old saying that I never knew had a second half. 

A jack of all trades is a master of none …… but is still better than a master of one. 

 

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 
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 NBAL Executive Board Recognizing Long-Standing 

Memberships 

The NBAL Executive Board would like to recognize the following members for their loyalty and 

long-standing service to our organization. 

Cathy Scheel, who is the sole remaining Charter Member and was one of the founding 
members in 1965.   

 

Elaine Felder, who joined in 1978 (48 years ago) and has served as our 

president multiple times and still holds the position of President Emeritus 

on our executive board today. 

 
  

 

 

The Executive Board has also voted to create the title of Honorary Member which includes the 

exemption of any annual membership fees and dues to be awarded to members in appreciation 

of their years of support and service to the organization. 

It gives us great pleasure to honor our first two 

HONORARY MEMBERS: 

Sheila Orr, who joined in 1979 (47 years) and has worked for NBAL in many 
different positions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Deltz, who joined in 1980 (46 years) and served as newsletter editor for 
20 years and Publicity Chairman for 30 years. 

 
 
 

NBAL Thanks you ladies for all that you have done for our 

organization! 
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Treasurer’s Report Jan 2026 
Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Top ten sellers: Toryn Autry, Mi Hyun Choi, Myra Knapp, Diane Parker, Gina Eby, Vicki Monette, 

Jesica Veilleux, Janet Olson, Lisa Bell, Diane Black. 

 Total Sales:       Jan 2026            $ 16747.51 
                           Jan 2025            $  6156.79 
 

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the Board monthly and is 

available to anyone upon request. 

 

Docent Tip of the Month 

 

When you make a sale, the customer may be reluctant to provide their contact info.  You need 

to try to get a zip code from them so we can track the number of out of town visitors.  

Please use the calculator or the tax chart to compute sales tax. You should verify that the total 

on the sales invoice matches the total on the Clover screen BEFORE charging.  If a receipt 

does not automatically print from the Clover machine, it means you are out of paper.  You 

MUST obtain a signed charge receipt for every charge purchase. Follow the directions posted 

on the desk. 

ALL tape needs to be removed from art tags before clipping it to the sales invoice.  

 

 Docent Updates & Good News! 
Janie Perez-Martin, 1st VP 

mimimrt@gmail.com 
 

We have some wonderful things happening at the gallery, thank you for being such an 

amazing team! 

 

✨ Shout-Out to Gina Cumberland! 

Gina has been doing an incredible job rearranging the gallery and sprucing up the threshold 

transition strips. Her dedication is making our space more welcoming than ever. Thank you, 

Gina, for all your hard work! 

 

📘 Thank You, Tech-Savvy Docents! 

A big thank-you to everyone who has signed the Technology booklet. This is required for all 

mailto:nbaltreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:mimimrt@gmail.com
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docents who may handle sales in the NBAL Gallery, and we appreciate your commitment to 

staying informed and compliant. 

 

📝 Friendly Reminder: Time Sheets 

When signing in, please be sure to: 

• Complete your emergency contact information 

• Indicate which days you are available to substitute 

• Mark an “X” if you do not wish to be called to sub 

This helps us stay organized and prepared. 

 

💵 Substitute Fee Reminder 

Substitute fees are negotiated between the two parties involved, with a minimum of $40. 

 

📖 Your Go-To Resource 

Remember, the docent handbook at the docent desk is your best friend when questions arise 

about handling transactions. Don’t hesitate to use it! 

 

📅 First Saturday Openings Available! 

We currently have a First Saturday position available—perfect if you need to make up a day. If 

you’re interested in working as a docent on March 7th, April 4th, or June 6th, we’d love to 

hear from you! 

 

📧 Email: janieperezmartin@gmail.com 

📱 Text: 210-535-4400 

 

Thank you all for your continued dedication and enthusiasm. Together, you help make our 

gallery shine! 💛 

 

 

Tech Team Update 
Stephen Marlow, Chair 

Silverscout1887@gmail.com 

 
The Technology Team would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the generous members 

who donated their old iPads. Your contributions will help us develop new apps to support 

NBAL operations and member services. We are still in need of a few more devices, so if you 

have one to spare, we would greatly appreciate it. 

Our network upgrade project is moving forward as equipment continues to arrive. Special 

thanks to Marcie for her dedication in ordering and tracking these important purchases—we 

truly appreciate her hard work. 

As our technology needs continue to grow, we are looking for a few tech-savvy volunteers to 

join the team. We need members who can help with: 

mailto:Silverscout1887@gmail.com
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• Website maintenance 

• New camera system support 

• iPad app development 

If you’re interested in learning more or getting involved, please text me at 512-393-1298 and 

let’s chat about your interests. 

Together, we’re building a stronger, more connected NBAL community! 

 

Special Show Update 
Gina Eby, 2nd VP  

ginaeby@gmail.com 

 

New Braunfels Art League Gallery Special Show, February 8, 2026  
“Home Brewed Fantasy” 

 

TEEN WINNERS 
                    ARTIST                                            ARTWORK 
                                                         
Painting, Photography and Digital Media 

1st  Reagan Anderson Freydis with her Baby 

2nd Kyndal Leasman Impostor!? 

3rd Vida Powell Age of Contemplation 

HM  Kinsley Gunn 

 

Ivory the Cat-erpillar 

 

Drawing Media 
1st Stone Stanford Exaggerated Fear 

2nd Bailey Campbell Gloobart the Yorkle 

3rd Luna Vazquez Toothache  

HM  Helen Alba Ram 

 

 

3-Dimensional Media 
1st Kody Kay Adams Santa’s Helpers 

2nd Reagan Anderson Chickie with Goat 

3rd Aston Dunbar The Reaper 

HM  Cara Sustala Night Light 
 

 

 

mailto:gioaeby@gmail.com
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ADULT WINNERS 

                    ARTIST                                                         ARTWORK 
                                                         

Painting, Photography and Digital Media 

1st W.B. Hughes Dream Garden #5 

2nd Tiny Amber Taylor A Chance Encounter 

3rd Diana Bravo Gonzalez The Manipulator 

HM  Devin Ray Stop and Smelled 

 

Drawing Media 
1st Heidi Myklebust Interference 

2nd Billy Butler A Bird and His Bass 

3rd Nell Anderson Hopeful Playdate 

HM  Janie Perez-Martin 
 

Lead the Way 
 

 

 

3-Dimensional Media 
1st Gerlyn Friesenhahn Wonder 

2nd Diane MacGregor The Famous Flop Eared Flipper Flapper from 
Flatonia  

3rd Garrie Borden Follow the Rabbit 

HM  Gina Cumberland 
 

Armadillo 
 

 

Last Day of the show is Saturday, March 21 with pick-up of all unsold work on Sunday, 

March 22.Sat. Mar 21, 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm.  

 

Next Up-coming Show in March: 

 

Lasting Impressions 

Canyon Lake Art Guild - Member's Show 

Monday, March 23 - Saturday, April 25, 2026 

Oil and acrylics, water and ink media, drawing, 3D, photo and digital 

art, and glass. 
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Information in Your Hands 
Myra Knapp, Librarian 

 

Did you know about ….??  Well, of course you did — you just asked AI and got a brief and to 

the point answer.  So much of our daily lives now centers around getting quick answers so we 

can press ahead with our day and that is great, but what if you need to embed some of that 

information into your memory bank so that you can later build upon it?   

 

Studies show that the physical task of holding a book, turning its pages, retracing and 

reviewing the information leads to better retention and recall when you are working at your art 

station.  So, did you know that there are more than 1,500 art related books and videos 

available for you to use to step up your art game at your NBAL Library — and it is all free. 

 

Check out something today - your NBAL Library is open all hours.  Get the Library key at the 

front desk and enjoy! 

 

 

Upcoming Art Workshops •  2026 
 

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once we 

grow up.” — Pablo Picasso 

    Our workshops are the perfect way to reconnect with your creativity, 

explore new techniques, and keep your inner artist alive. Join us and 

continue growing, learning, and creating together! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

3-Day Workshop with Robin Cheers 

March 6–8, 2026; 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

NBAL Members - $440 

Non-Members - $480 

register and pay Now 

 

https://pci.jotform.com/form/260065208751150
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This three-day workshop is open to students of all skill levels. Each day includes 

a short presentation and demonstration, followed by individual instruction tailored 

to each student’s experience and goals. 

Join us for an inspiring workshop focused on painterly expression, confident 

brushwork and luminous color! 

Break free from rendering details and learn to create painterly paintings full of 

light, color, and atmosphere. In this workshop, you’ll discover how to choose and 

compose photo references that lead to dynamic paintings—works that feel alive 

and painted from life rather than copied from a photograph. 

Robin will guide you in starting with strong, simple shapes and clear value 

relationships, giving you the freedom to explore color, edges, and expressive 

brushwork. You’ll learn how to: 

• Avoid copying photographs 

• Create mood and atmosphere 

• Integrate figures naturally into your paintings 

• Develop confidence in finishing your work 

Learn more about Robin at www.robincheers.com 

 

 

 

 
 

A Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Joan Fullerton 

Mar 24 - 26, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $580 

Non-Members - $620 

register and pay Now 

 
 

 

http://www.robincheers.com/
https://joanfullerton.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387250214148
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Want more expressive art?   Want more confidence in yourself and about your 

art?   Want to have a transformative experience with like-minded people?   This 

workshop is for you! 

 

Draw, scrape, roll, drag, spray, stamp, lift, write, or drip your way to fascinating 

non-objective or abstracted representation. This class will take you beyond worn-

out or predictable painting methods. We’ll experiment with innovative techniques 

and a mindset of relaxed awareness designed to cultivate your curiosity and self-

confidence. 

 

Joan is especially gifted in helping students gain more freedom in the creative 

process and discover their own unique artistic voice. There will be inspiring 

demos and time to try it your way. Group critiques model how to “see” more and 

appreciate more in your work and all art. Discussions will address confidence, 

procrastination, vulnerability, curiosity, courage, inspiration, intuition, metaphor, 

symbolic elements, competition, belief systems, and more! 

 

Her goal is to expand your imagination, productivity, and authenticity.  A 

multitude of approaches and techniques will give beginners encouragement and 

confidence, while more advanced students will benefit from Joan’s insightful 

solutions to their artistic challenges. As Joan believes that people are more open 

to learning and inspiration when they are having fun, her workshops are filled 

with laughter and lightness. 

 

Learn more about Joan at joanfullerton.com and joanfullertonworkshops.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://joanfullerton.com/
http://joanfullertonworkshops.com/
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Embracing Your Personal Narrative with 

Mark Making and Stitching 

A Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

with Sue Conner 

Apr 10-12, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $410 

Non-Members - $450 

register and pay Now 
 

 

 

Join us for an inspiring, hands-on workshop with artist Sue Conner at the New 

Braunfels Art League, where you’ll dive into the expressive art of mark making 

and stitching to tell your unique story. In this workshop, participants will create a 

beautiful fabric scroll that communicates a personal narrative through symbols, 

colors, and textures that are meaningful to them. 

 

The workshop offers students a chance to connect with their inner voice, to 

experiment and embrace the tactile language of fabric and fiber, and to create a 

piece that is both deeply personal and visually compelling. The workshop will end 

with a collaborative circle where participants can share their completed scrolls, 

exchange insights, and celebrate each unique story.    

Learn more about Sue at sueconnerartist.com. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sueconnerartist.com/
https://form.jotform.com/250216687340152
https://www.sueconnerartist.com/
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A Three-Day, Hands-On Watercolor 

Workshop 

with  Paul Jackson 

May 1-3, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $480   

Non-Members - $520 

register & Pay now 

 
Paint with Paul and he'll help you reach the next level of artistic confidence and 

ability as he guides you through a painting, illustrating the principles of design, 

color, value, composition and the mechanics of watercolor. 

 

Come prepared to be entertained, make new artist friends and find logical and 

creative answers to your watercolor problems. 

 

If watercolor is your passion, then this highly energized painting workshop is for 

you! Paul's stress-free, positive approach toward the act of painting will inspire 

you to loosen up and have fun again. Expect an intense, concentrated and lively 

workshop where you will elevate your understanding of watercolor. Beginners are 

always welcome! 

 

Paul is the author of Painting Spectacular Light Effects in Watercolor and The 

Wandering Watercolorist.  Learn more about his work at www.pauljackson.com. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pauljackson.com/
https://form.jotform.com/251775191029157
https://www.pauljackson.com/
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To See All Up Coming Workshops  

Visit The NBAL Website 

 

Lynn Ferris May 15-17 

Betty Franks June 5-7 
 

 

2026 Board of Officers 
 

President - Mary Hamond    Treasurer - Marcie Helmke 
1st VP - Janie Perez-Martin Assistant Treasurer - vacant 
2nd VP - Gina Eby Parliamentarian - Stephen Marlow 
3rd VP - Jeffery Yentz President Emeritus - Elaine Felder 
Secretary – Melissa Nairn  

 

 

 

239W.SAN ANTONIO ST.| MAP | 830/629-8022 

MAILING ADDRESS:PO BOX 310325, NEWBRAUNFELS, TX 78131-0325 

TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com 

The New Braunfels Art League Galleries are open daily, 

Mon-Sa t10am-5pm; Sundays Noon-5pm 

Sign up for Art League News and Announcements 

AllContentCopyright©2025,TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague 

 

 

 

 
New Braunfels Art League programs are supported in part 

by the City of New Braunfels Arts Commission for Hotel 

Occupancy Tax Funding. 

 
The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part 

by an award from the Texas Commission for the 

Arts. To find out more about how Texas 

Commission for the Arts grants impact Texas 

individuals and communities, visit 

www.arts.texas.gov. 

 
The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part by an award 

from the National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about 

how National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individuals 

and communities, visit www.arts.gov. 

 

https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/New+Braunfels+Art+League/@29.7014956,-98.1257728,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x865cbd5d8094a949:0xc5638c812cdd734f!8m2!3d29.7014956!4d-98.1257728!16s%2Fg%2F1tfsndx7
http://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0015xyUykc-A37u7yts9AjuMxW9D0u92Dnwu2Tg80LNOGGq-5kJaE4itnxuNm1eztZL3D4Yx-QuI69ClbstMYwnZ_mmZeU5J36Id6eFnO8Gu5o%3D

