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February 2026 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

 

“I paint not the things I see but the feelings 
they evoke in me”  
Odilon Redon 

Hi Everyone, 

I hope everyone made it through the 

cold snap without much trouble. 

Thank you to all of you who braved 

the cold and kept the gallery open 

and staffed. I am not a winter person so please forgive me if when I talked 

with any of you, I sounded grumpy. In cold weather, I always feel like a bear going into 

hibernation.  

 

January’s Team Board Meeting 

All of our Team Board members met with the Executive Board this last month. This was one of 
the two times that we will all meet at one time. The next meetings are broken down into smaller 
groups. It was great seeing our seasoned board members helping our newest members by 
offering suggestions and/or help. Such a great TEAM! Thank you for the work you do for 
NBAL. 
 

New Braunfels City Events 

The 2026 NBAL Meeting Schedule & NB City Events has been updated with the dates and times 

for the six city events we will be participating in. The Downtown Association has changed the 

dates on a couple of items so you may want to take a look at the schedule again, it is on the 

website and the bulletin board by the schedule and calendar. I added the DTA Fashion Plate to 

our schedule in April as a reminder to 3rd Thursday Docents that they use our kitchen and 

bathrooms as changing rooms before they walk over to Krause’s for the fashion show in April. I 

also noted that they changed the Wine & Bier Stroll to 2nd Thursday in October instead of a 1st 

Friday, so we will now need to staff the docent desk for this event. Also found that we scheduled 

the “Pretty Presents” reception on the same day as the Downtown Lighting in November, which 

would be a nightmare for parking. So, we have now rescheduled that reception to the following 
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Sunday, November 22, 2pm to 4:30pm. See the corrected Special Show Schedule on the board 

and website. 

 

REMINDER 

Our first Artists Social Gathering will be on Tuesday, February 17, from 6pm to 8pm. Come 

and enjoy meeting with your fellow artists, eat wonderful food provided by our Reception Team, 

and drink some beer or wine. A time for fun without any business talk. 

 

Making Up Missed days Due to Gallery Closures  

All NBAL Docents must work 12 days during the year or pay someone (sub) to work for you. If 

you are a docent who is scheduled to work on a holiday or were scheduled for a day when the 

gallery closed due to bad weather, then you will need to make up that day. Here are two ways 

you can do that: 1. Contact 1st VP Janie and ask to be placed on her sub-list to be called when 

we have an emergency absence. Or… 2. Sign up to work one of the six NB City Events that we 

have on the schedule. There will be a sign-up list hanging on the door between the kitchen and 

the gallery. 

Messages from the Suggestion Box  

“Have cheaper workshops!” … Noted in the future we hope to schedule more one or two-day 

workshops that will be less costly for our members. 

“Door signage does not reflect 1st Friday hours.” … I will work on a temporary fix until we are 

sure that we will continue to stay open for those nights. 

2 notes concerning the Special Show Schedule for this year. What you see on this year’s 

schedule reflex’s requests that we had last year. Such as a show for mixed media “Mix it Up” 

and to be able to display larger pieces “2D Big & Bold”. My apologies to 3D artists, but we could 

not see how to include you and keep the artwork weight down too. Sorry, we hope to do another 

“Experience the 3rd Dimension” show to make it up to you next year. 

9 Shows are scheduled with 8 of them being for our members. Most years we have rented out 

the gallery to our good friends Canyon Lake Art Guild (CLAG), for one show which brings in 

guaranteed money. That show also includes many of our members because a large number of 

CLAG member are also NBAL members. If you would like to participate in their show, then I am 

sure they would welcome you to become a member with them.  

This year there are more shows “OPEN to Outside Artists”. When we invite Outside Artists to 

join us, they come in, see our wonderful building and most often join us. This brings in extra 

money as well as increasing our membership numbers. Let me remind you that this does not 

keep you from entering the show and possibly winning a ribbon.  
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A more in-depth explanation with numbers and costs can be found on the bulletin board over 

the Docent Work Desk in the kitchen. 

If you would like to discuss any suggestions or ask further questions, then you are more than 

welcome to call me any day except Sunday between 9 am to 12 noon. This is the time when I 

am at my desk working for our organization. You are also welcome to email me at 

nbalpresident@gmail.com.   

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 

 

Docent Tip of the Month 

Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Please follow the procedures posted at the desk to operate the Clover device.  You MUST 

submit a signed credit receipt for every sale. 

Please ask for the customer’s zip code as we need to track out of town visitors. 

The cash box is used to make change when customers make a purchase. It is NOT for 

exchanging big bills for members, docents, or visitors. When a large bill is provided by a 

customer, you need to verify authenticity with the marker pen in the bottom of the cash box.  A 

member of the docent team then needs to take it to the bank to get smaller bills. Failure to 

follow the policies leaves the next docent team at a disadvantage should it be a weekend when 

the bank is closed. 

 

Call For Old iPads  
The Tech Team 
Stephen Marlow, Chair 

Silverscout1887@gmail.com 
 

📣 CALL FOR OLD iPADS — HELP POWER NBAL’S FUTURE! 
Do you have an old or unused iPad collecting dust? 📱 

NBAL’s Technology Team could put it to great use! 
We’re building new, easy-to-use apps for: 

• Member registration 
• Workshop sign-ups 
• Special show intake 

mailto:nbalpresident@gmail.com
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To make this happen, we need 2 iPads for the front desk and 4 for the back desk. 

✨ Your donated iPad will directly improve how members and visitors interact with NBAL — 

faster check-ins, smoother registrations, and less paperwork for everyone. 
Ready to help? 
Text Stephen Marlow, NBAL Technology Chair at 512-393-1298 for donation instructions. 

Thank you for supporting NBAL and helping us move forward together! 💙 

 
 

 Message to Docents 
Janie Perez-Martin, 1st VP 

mimimrt@gmail.com 
 
 

January 2026 has been a learning experience for me, and I want to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone that has helped me with the staffing and appearance of the gallery. 

• A huge shout out to The New Member Orientation committee, Nancy Reese and Bette 

Holle, they had a successful first session welcoming and providing docent training for new 

members.  

• A docent gap has mostly been filled; I made the staffing changes on the large calendar 

in the kitchen. There is still May 10th to fill, if you need a “make-up” day let me know if 

you can docent that day.  

• We have several events coming up throughout the year that will require people to work 

the desk and perform other tasks to make the events possible. Look for sign-up sheets 

to go up soon in the kitchen. Docents that missed days because of the need to close 

due to inclement weather may use these events to make up your days.  

• There is a need for a couple of hardy souls (preferably with access to a pickup truck) to 

help clean out the basement, time spent working during a clean-up day will count 

toward missed days also. Look for an announcement soon as to when this cleaning out 

will occur. A pickup truck will be most useful as the items require hauling off.  

• It is imperative that all docents sign the Technology Security Log, this log is in a thin 

white binder on the docent desk.  

• I do have an ask of all displaying member—We all need to be mindful of pulling our art 

out of the display cases or walls on a prompt basis. The hallway area is getting too full 

of overdue work, and some jewelry cases have work that is long overdue to changed 

out. Also please resist the urge to rearrange the gallery when you are switching out your 

work, Gina and her team do this weekly to optimize to appearance of the gallery.  

• I need to update the sub lists (willing to work for $40, or trade days), if you have not 

noted this information on your timesheet, please do so soon. 

• Thank you all for being such brilliant artists! It is a privilege to work with you all.  
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🎨A Creative New Year with NBAL Adult Art Outreach 
NBAL Adult Art Outreach, Marty Roberts 

 
Happy New Year! As we begin 2026, the NBAL Adult Art Outreach Program is off to a 
wonderful start with our friends at Forever Growing, a day program for adults with intellectual 
and physical disabilities. 
 
Thanks to your generous support, our participants are creating meaningful works of art that 
bring pride, confidence, and joy not only to them, but also to their families. Every painting, 
drawing, and sculpture is a reminder of how powerful creativity can be when a caring 
community stands behind it. 
How You Can Help Us Grow in 2026 
To continue this important work, we are currently in need of the following supplies: 

• Acrylic paints 
• Canvases (9" x 12" and smaller) 
• Drawing paper 
• Colored pencils 
• Drawing markers 
• Acrylic markers 
• Paint brushes 
• Sculpting clays 

 
Please note: Oils, pastels, crayons, and general craft items are not used in our program. 
Your donations directly support our artists and help us bring high-quality creative experiences 
to those who need them most. 
 

🌿 A Special Creative Request 
Calling all gardeners! If you plan to trim back outdoor vines, please consider reaching out. We 
will soon be creating natural beaded wreaths, using vines shaped into small forms. Many of 
you have already donated beautiful beads—now we just need the vines to bring these projects 
to life. 
 

Share Your Talent — Become a Guest Artist 
We are always excited to welcome guest artists who can spend a Tuesday afternoon sharing 
their creativity at the center. If you’re able to volunteer for even one session, your time can 
make a lasting difference. 
 

 
Expanding Our Reach to Nursing Homes 
Several local nursing homes have asked us to bring art programs to their residents. Would you 
like to make a difference once a month—or even once a year? We are looking for volunteers 
willing to help lead simple, meaningful art projects for seniors in our community. 
 

Thank You for Making This Possible 
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Every donation, every supply, and every hour volunteered helps us bring creativity, confidence, 
and connection to adults who truly benefit from it. 
Thank you for your continued support as we move forward together in 2026. 
With gratitude, 
Marta Roberts 
NBAL Adult Art Outreach 
 
 
 
 

Special Show Update 
Gina Eby, 2nd VP  

ginaeby@gmail.com 

 

   Special Show Survey — We Want Your Input! 

 

The Special Show Survey is still open, and your feedback matters! 

If you haven’t responded yet, please take a few minutes to share your thoughts. Your ideas will 

help shape future shows at NBAL. 

We’d love to know: 

1. Which past Special Shows excited you the most? 

2. What keeps you from entering Special Shows? 

3. Do you have ideas for future shows? 

 

Please email your responses to ginaeby@gmail.com as soon as possible. 

While I can’t promise every idea will be implemented, I truly want to hear what you have to say 

and will compile your feedback for future planning. 

Thank you for helping us grow and improve our programs! 

 

New Braunfels Art League Gallery Special Show 2026 “Home Brewed Fantasy” 

 

Art Submission will be on Sunday, February 8, 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Reception will be Wednesday, Feb 11, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Awards Presentation will be at 7:00 pm 

The gallery will remain open till 8:00 pm 

Last Day of the show is Saturday, March 21 with pick-up of all unsold work on Sunday, 

March 22.Sat. Mar 21, 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm.  

 

 

 

mailto:gioaeby@gmail.com
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Upcoming Art Workshops •  2026 
 

      ARTISTS — KEEP GROWING, KEEP CREATING! 
“Every artist was first an amateur.” — Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Take the next step in your creative journey by signing up for an upcoming NBAL workshop. 

Learn new skills, find fresh inspiration, and connect with fellow artists. 

    Don’t wait — invest in your art and yourself. 

Sign up today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Award Winning Artist 

Elizabeth St. Hilaire 

February 6-8, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $665 

Non-Members - $705 

Register & Pay now 
 

Elizabeth's sessions are fun and rich in detail — students love these classes!  Learn more 

about Elizabeth and her work at paperpaintings.com. 

 

 

https://www.paperpaintings.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387305558160
https://www.paperpaintings.com/


8 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A NEW Two-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Vicki Monette 

Feb 20-21, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm daily 

NBAL Members - $130   Non-Members - $170 

Register & Pay now 

 
We will paint the parrot using the color chart we made in the January workshop and discover 

how this limited palette takes much of the stress out of creating a painting.  We’ll also explore 

techniques to make textures and add interest to our watercolor paintings. 

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

3-Day Workshop with Robin Cheers 

March 6–8, 2026; 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

 

NBAL Members - $440 

Non-Members - $480 

register and pay Now 

 

 

http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252676166962166
http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/260065208751150
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This three-day workshop is open to students of all skill levels. Each day includes a short 

presentation and demonstration, followed by individual instruction tailored to each student’s 

experience and goals. 

Join us for an inspiring workshop focused on painterly expression, confident brushwork and 

luminous color! 

Break free from rendering details and learn to create painterly paintings full of light, color, and 

atmosphere. In this workshop, you’ll discover how to choose and compose photo references 

that lead to dynamic paintings—works that feel alive and painted from life rather than copied 

from a photograph. 

Robin will guide you in starting with strong, simple shapes and clear value relationships, giving 

you the freedom to explore color, edges, and expressive brushwork. You’ll learn how to: 

• Avoid copying photographs 

• Create mood and atmosphere 

• Integrate figures naturally into your paintings 

• Develop confidence in finishing your work 

Learn more about Robin at www.robincheers.com 

 

 

 

 
 

A Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Joan Fullerton 

Mar 24 - 26, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $580 

Non-Members - $620 

register and pay Now 

 

 
Want more expressive art?   Want more confidence in yourself and about your art?   Want to 

have a transformative experience with like-minded people?   This workshop is for you! 

http://www.robincheers.com/
https://joanfullerton.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387250214148
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Draw, scrape, roll, drag, spray, stamp, lift, write, or drip your way to fascinating non-objective 

or abstracted representation. This class will take you beyond worn-out or predictable painting 

methods. We’ll experiment with innovative techniques and a mindset of relaxed awareness 

designed to cultivate your curiosity and self-confidence. 

 

Joan is especially gifted in helping students gain more freedom in the creative process and 

discover their own unique artistic voice. There will be inspiring demos and time to try it your 

way. Group critiques model how to “see” more and appreciate more in your work and all art. 

Discussions will address confidence, procrastination, vulnerability, curiosity, courage, 

inspiration, intuition, metaphor, symbolic elements, competition, belief systems, and more! 

 

Her goal is to expand your imagination, productivity, and authenticity.  A multitude of 

approaches and techniques will give beginners encouragement and confidence, while more 

advanced students will benefit from Joan’s insightful solutions to their artistic challenges. As 

Joan believes that people are more open to learning and inspiration when they are having fun, 

her workshops are filled with laughter and lightness. 

 

Learn more about Joan at joanfullerton.com and joanfullertonworkshops.com 

 

To See All Up Coming Workshops  

Visit The NBAL Website 

 

Sue Conner April 10-12 Lynn Ferris May 15-17 

Paul Jackson May 1-3 Betty Franks June 5-7 

 

 

2026 Board of Officers 
 

President - Mary Hamond    Treasurer - Marcie Helmke 
1st VP - Janie Perez-Martin Assistant Treasurer - vacant 
2nd VP - Gina Eby Parliamentarian - Stephen Marlow 
3rd VP - Jeffery Yentz President Emeritus - Elaine Felder 
Secretary – Melissa Nairn  

 

239W.SAN ANTONIO ST.| MAP | 830/629-8022 

MAILING ADDRESS:PO BOX 310325, NEWBRAUNFELS, TX 78131-0325 

TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com 

http://joanfullerton.com/
http://joanfullertonworkshops.com/
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/New+Braunfels+Art+League/@29.7014956,-98.1257728,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x865cbd5d8094a949:0xc5638c812cdd734f!8m2!3d29.7014956!4d-98.1257728!16s%2Fg%2F1tfsndx7
http://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/
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The New Braunfels Art League Galleries are open daily, 

Mon-Sa t10am-5pm; Sundays Noon-5pm 

Sign up for Art League News and Announcements 

AllContentCopyright©2025,TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague 

 

 

 
New Braunfels Art League programs are supported in part 

by the City of New Braunfels Arts Commission for Hotel 

Occupancy Tax Funding. 

 
The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part 

by an award from the Texas Commission for the 

Arts. To find out more about how Texas 

Commission for the Arts grants impact Texas 

individuals and communities, visit 

www.arts.texas.gov. 

 
The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part by an award 

from the National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about 

how National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individuals 

and communities, visit www.arts.gov. 

 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0015xyUykc-A37u7yts9AjuMxW9D0u92Dnwu2Tg80LNOGGq-5kJaE4itnxuNm1eztZL3D4Yx-QuI69ClbstMYwnZ_mmZeU5J36Id6eFnO8Gu5o%3D

