January 2026 Newsletter

Mary K. Hammond - President
nbalpresident@gmail.com
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X 7~ BaXa “Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.”
@ — Pablo Picasso

Hi Everyone,

| hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a
fantastic start to the New Year. We are up and
running at full speed with the new Docent Schedule
and Team Lists posted on the bulletin board, along
with the new calendars hanging on the wall. Janie
(1t VP) is making new notebooks for the
paperwork kept at the docent desk. Gina (2" VP)
has the new Special Show Schedule with the prospectuses on the bulletin board and website.
Jeffery (3@ VP) has been working with several outlets to post our ads. Stephen
(Parliamentarian/Website/Tech Team) has so many things going that it makes my head spin.
Right now, he is working with Marcie (Treasurer) to create a digital bookkeeping system that will
fit ALL our needs. Wish them luck because it is going to be a tough job to do. Melissa (Secretary)
is standing by and ready for our next Executive Board meeting that will be on January 20, at
10am with the WHOLE Team Board joining us at 12:30pm. We will be discussing this year’s
budget, so all board members need to be there please. Big Thank You to the new board
members for stepping up and taking on these jobs. There is still a need for Assistant Treasurer.
With trying to switch over from our old bookkeeping methods to a new digital system we really
do need the help in this area.

Sad News

As of this date no one has stepped up to fill the Workshop Team Leader position. The Executive
Board plans to work together to ensure that the workshops that are planned for this year take
place and run smoothly but there will be nho new workshops scheduled until someone steps into
that position. Yes, workshops are our biggest money maker, but it is also a labor-intensive job
that no active board member has the time to take on as an added task. If one or two of you would
like to work together to fill this position, please contact Marcie (Treasurer) to do so or to get more
information.
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Business Friends

TR RN

| Big Thank You to Melissa
Yeager Coello, who owns
| the company First
Impressions of Central
Texas (830/743-0893),
who does an excellent job | ‘

of cleaning our floors. Her ’Y/} %
company cleans several = LEe o e
= downtown businesses, who are housed in historically
recognized buildings like ours and takes pride in maintaining

these older buildings.

Melissa teamed up with Brian Flynn of BProFly.com (830/837-2645), who uses drones to take
wonderful aerial photographs of properties or businesses. These can be used to document
property boundaries, building roofs, or construction sites.

R ® Together they gifted NBAL with some of these
7 He” photographs for us to use.

® Please feel free to contact either Melissa or Brian
if you own properties that you need cleaned or
have photos taken of or if you know of someone
who needs their services. We are happy to be a
part of small businesses that support and help
each other.

Reception Reminder

This year we are trying something different with the receptions by having several on
Wednesday nights. This was done to hopefully make finding parking close to the gallery easier
to excess.

First reception will be this Wednesday night, January 7 at 6pm. Come help us celebrate the
winner of "Artist of the Year" and see what is always a beautiful show.

2026 Yearbook is on the way to the printer as soon as “Artist of the Year” is named and
entered into it. | will let you know when the printed version is out for you to pick up and will also
send it out as a pdf so that you can have a digital version too.

See you guys in the gallery, =
Mary Hammond
NBAL President



Treasurer's Report
Marcie Helmke, Treasurer
nbaltreasurer@gmail.com

Nov 2025

Top ten sellers: Bill Hughes, Mary LaFond, Jeffrey Yentz, Bernardo Meza, Gerlyn
Friesenhahn, Julie McKnight, Donna Hays, Mary Shepard, Diane Black, Robin Roberts Walker

Total Sales: Nov 2025 $9137.25
Nov 2024 $ 9898.99

Dec 2025

Top ten sellers: Joe Eby, Richard Lopez, Erin Velez, Brent McCarthy, Diane Parker, Diane
Black, Mary Shepard, Kay Primer, Gina Eby, Joe Meyer

Total Sales:  Dec 2025 $ 16668.76
Dec 2024 $ 13139.76

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the Board monthly and is
available to anyone upon request.

Special Thanks

Thank you to everyone who donated their art to the ornament fundraiser this year. The project
raised $986.50!

Important Message to Docents
Janie Perez-Martin, 1t VP
mimimrt@gmail.com

NBAL Docents — We Need Your Help!
The New Member Orientation Committee has prepared information packets for brand-new
members, and we need your assistance in distributing them correcily.

Where to Find the Packets
o 5 packets are located at the docent desk, placed behind the binders (see attached
photo).
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« 5 additional packets for restocking are located at the right end of the black cubby
cabinet in the kitchen, beneath the binders (see attached photo).

When to Give a Packet
o A packet should be given only to BRAND-NEW members (not renewing members).
e The member must submit a completed new membership form AND their
membership dues to a docent.
o Please note: Not every membership form is from a first-time member, so it's
important to verify before handing out a packet.

Important Information for New Members
o Please let new members know that orientation meetings are held periodically.
e An orientation will be scheduled once we have approximately 5-10 new members.

Thank you for helping ensure our new members receive accurate information and a great start
with NBAL!
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Special Show News

Congratulations to all new NBAL Displaying Artists. Please welcome our new members.

New Artists to NBAL who are now Displaying Members:

Kathy Wheat 3D Media — Metal and Ceramics
J. Michelle Watts 3D Textiles

Leslie Kjellstrand Water Media



Janis Parsley Oil & Acrylic

Evelyn S Hlebik Oil and Acrylic

Nancy Fly Oil and Acrylic

Brenda Michael 3D Media — Wood

Tina Marie Carle 3D Media — Glass Mosaic
Toryn Autry Oil and Acrylic

Dallas Berry Oil and Acrylic

Christine Ratcliff Oil and Acrylic

NBAL Currant Members now Displaying:

Irma Swatzell Oil and Acrylic

Christine Tyler Photo and Digital Art

Jane Macpherson 3D Media - ceramic

Danae N Delaney Oil and Acrylic

Miguel Vazquez Oil and Acrylic/Drawing Media
Horst Schoninger Photo and Digital Art

NBAL Displaying Members who are now approved in another media:
Nancy Reese Drawing Media

Janie Perez-Martin Drawing Media

The next show is “Artist of the Year” 2025. Submission Day is January 5.

Debbie Cooper — Signing Off!

Special Show Survey and
New 2"? VP Introduction

Greetings, | would like to introduce myself, my name is Gina Eby and | will be the 2nd VP
and in my position, | will be over the Special Shows. The outgoing 2" VP is Debbie
Cooper who did an amazing job for the last year and a half. She has lined up some

great shows for 2026. Thank you, Debbie!

Survey for Special Shows:

| would like to find out 2 things:
1. What Special Shows were the most exciting for you in the past?
2. What keeps you from entering Special Shows?
3. You can add any ideas you have for shows in the future.



Please send your info to me at ginaeby@gmail.com
| can't promise that | will implement your ideas, but | want to hear what y’all have to say and
compile it to use in the future.

Upcoming Art Workshops * 2026

Invest in Your Art — and Yourself

An art workshop is more than a class. It is a gift of time, connection, and growth.

At NBAL, our workshops offer a chance to step away from daily routines and return to what
brought us to art in the first place—curiosity, creativity, and community. Spending a few hours
in the studio with fellow artists and friends creates space to learn, laugh, and be inspired
together.

Workshops are an opportunity to build new skills, refresh techniques you already know, and
see your work with fresh eyes. Whether you are exploring something new or revisiting familiar
territory, guided instruction helps move your art forward in meaningful ways.

Just as important, workshops remind us that art is not meant to be done alone. Time spent
learning alongside others strengthens friendships and deepens our connection to the NBAL
community.

Consider investing in a workshop this season. The skills last, the inspiration stays with you,
and the experience often gives back far more than it costs.

WITHOUT WORRY!

Discovering Water-Soluble Alternatives for Encaustic & Cold Wax Painting
Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop
With Michelle Belto
Jan 9-11, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $515 Non-Members - $555
Register & Pay now

Michelle Belto, a nationally recognized teacher in encaustic and cold wax, has searched for
ways to merge these two mediums in her work. Her discovery of water-soluble wax materials
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not only allows for a mixed application of hot wax and cold wax but also promotes a safer and
more environmentally friendly approach to potentially hazardous materials. By addressing the
common challenges of heating equipment, ventilation, and solvent toxicity, water-soluble
encaustic mediums provide a reassuring and responsible alternative for artists.

This three-day workshop, suitable for students of all skill levels, is designed to be interactive.
Michelle will give a brief presentation and demonstration each day, addressing the differences
and similarities of water-based materials to traditional encaustic and cold wax. This will be
followed by directed experiments on sample panels. The workshop encourages discussion,
questions, and sharing, as an integral part of the class to foster a collaborative learning
environment. Learn more about Michelle at MichelleBelto.com.
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-%- ;g-= A NEW One-Day, Hands-On Workshop
. With Vicki Monette
January 24, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm
NBAL Members - $65 Non-Members - $105
Register & Pay now
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We will make a Color Chart using 3 tubes of watercolors and experiment with how these colors
can work together to give a pleasing unified flow to our painting.

This Color Chart will prepare the students to take the 2-day Parrot Workshop Friday and
Saturday, February 20 and 21.

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com.
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FLORALS

With Award Winning Artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire
February 6-8, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $665
Non-Members - $705
Register & Pay now

Elizabeth's sessions are fun and rich in detail — students love these classes! Learn more
about Elizabeth and her work at paperpaintings.com.

- Watercolor

,=—f WORKSHOP!

A NEW Two-Day, Hands-On Workshop
With Vicki Monette
Feb 20-21, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm daily
NBAL Members - $130 Non-Members - $170
Register & Pay now

We will paint the parrot using the color chart we made in the January workshop and discover
how this limited palette takes much of the stress out of creating a painting. We’'ll also explore
techniques to make textures and add interest to our watercolor paintings.

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com.
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To See All Up Coming Workshops
Visit The NBAL Website

Joan Fullerton | March 24-26 Lynn Ferris May 15-17

Sue Conner April 10-12 Betty Franks |June 5-7

Paul Jackson |May 1-3

2026 Board of Officers

President - Mary Hamond Treasurer - Marcie Helmke

1st VP - Janie Perez-Martin Assistant Treasurer - vacant

2nd VP - Gina Eby Parliamentarian - Stephen Marlow
3rd VP - Jeffery Yentz President Emeritus - Elaine Felder

Secretary — Melissa Nairn
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MAILING ADDRESS:PO BOX 310325, NEWBRAUNFELS, TX 78131-0325
TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague.com
The New Braunfels Art League Galleries are open daily,
Mon-Sa t10am-5pm; Sundays Noon-5pm
Sign up for Art League News and Announcements
AllContentCopyright©2025, TheNewBraunfelsArtLeague

New Braunfels Art League programs are supported in part
C]ty Of by the City of New Braunfels Arts Commission for Hotel
New Braunfels “ ™"
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on the Arts

Investing in a Creative Texas arts.gov

The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part by an award
from the National Endowment for the Arts. To find out more about
how National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individuals
and communities, visit www.arts.gov.

The New Braunfels Art League is supported in part
by an award from the Texas Commission for the
Arts. To find out more about how Texas
Commission for the Arts grants impact Texas
individuals and communities, visit
www.arts.texas.gov.
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