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December 2025 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

           

“The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine 
perfection.”  
 
Michelangelo 
 

Hello Everyone!  

Wishing you all a very blessed 

Christmas and praying for a 

wonderful new year. 

If you missed the November 18th meeting here is the 

breakdown. We are now New Braunfels Art League Inc. The 

membership also passed all of the revisions to our 

Constitution and Bylaws as well as elected the officers for next year. There were 84 members 

who came to the meeting to share a wonderful lunch with plenty of opportunities to meet fellow 

members and have input in what programs and projects for NBAL to pursue next year. 

Along with the business that happened, we 

celebrated NBAL’s 60th anniversary, and honored 

Elaine Felder as one of our founders. 

Elaine was the driving force in the league buying our 

beautiful building and oversaw many of the renovation 
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projects that make it what it is today. She has been the president from 1980-1981, 1984-1986, 

and 1990-2004. Standing with her are me, Nancy Bower president from 2005-2009, 2013, and 

2018-2019, and Nanette Scranton 2021-2022. 

2026 NBAL Meeting Schedule & City Events 

The meeting schedule for next year can be found on the website and posted on the big kitchen 

bulletin board. This new form has all of the dates and times for the Executive Board, Team 

Board, and General meetings, along with the city events we plan to participate in. Any member 

may attend an Ex-Board meeting if they have business to discuss but they must first request to 

attend and state what business they want to bring forward.  

The Team Board meetings are open to all members to attend. Please note that these meetings 

are broken down into organizational areas for business discussions. If you have something you 

would like to add concerning an area, such as building, then plan to come to the meeting in 

March.   

General Meetings are for the whole membership. Please note that I have added two Artists 

Social Gatherings, one in February and one in September. I would like to see these become 

annual parties that are just a time for us to get to know each other and share our love for the 

arts. (No Business allowed!       ) We had such a good time this year at the General Member 

Mixer that we are doing it again next year in April. The very important General Business 

Luncheon (Voting) will stay in November.  

Added two more New Braunfels City Events to our schedule after our discussion at the 

meeting. This will make three late hour events happening during October so please help us to 

do them next year. Great opportunity to make good sales during the celebrations. 

BIG Thank You to our Officers who are leaving the board. 

Vicki Houston who held the job as 1st Vice President for two years. 

Debbie Cooper who held the job as 2nd Vice President for two years. 

Gretchen Goode held the position of Secretary for one year and 3rd Vice President for three 

years. 

Miles Willett who held the job of Assistant Treasurer for two years. 

Thank you for jobs well done and for volunteering your time and energy to help NBAL be a 

successful presence in our community.  

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 
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Treasurer's Report  for Oct 2025  

 Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Top ten sellers : Richard Lopez, Carol Martin, Cheryl Jividen, Gina Cumberland, Erin Velez,  

Myra Knapp, Eilen Thedford, Rendy Spangenberg, Diane Black, Gina Eby  

  

 

 

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the  Board monthly and is 

available to anyone upon request. 

 

Docent Tip of the Month 

Please complete your daily sales log entirely.  All data needs to be entered and totaled.  Every 

sale you process MUST be listed on the form.  

You MUST submit a signed charge slip for every charged purchase.   The customer keeps the 

copy without a signature line. NBAL retains the signed receipt.  This includes debit purchases.  

Exact directions are posted on the desk.  

Ornament sales and postcards are a fundraiser for NBAL.  The "artist" on the sales invoice is 

NBAL.  Directions are also posted next to the Clover. 

All sales of merchandise are subject to sales tax. This includes ornaments and postcards. 

Please use standard money notation on all forms.  Dollars and cents need to be recorded with 

2 decimal places. 

Do NOT use a sales invoice to record membership dues payment. The form itself is the 

paperwork to submit. 

Display artists were reminded to use the appropriate artist tags on their work:   

• The narrow tags printed front to back are solely for the jewelers to use.  

• The business card – sized tags are for all other art media.  

This helps ensure a visually cohesive display in the gallery. 

 

Total Sales: October  2025 $ 13,685.75 

 October  2024 $ 11,472.70 

mailto:nbaltreasurer@gmail.com


4 
 

It's That Time of Year Again 

It is time for the annual training for the NBAL Information Security Policy.  The notebook will be 

on the docent desk.  Please READ the policies and then sign beside your name in acceptance.  

ANYONE working the docent desk MUST sign the book.  Let's try to get this done by January 

1st. 

Special Show News 
Debbie Cooper 

Irongoddess1@gmail.com 
 
Greetings all, 
 
Our current show is “Come and Gift It”.  This is our small works show and there are some 
lovely works of art.  Bring your friends and family to do some holiday shopping.  This show 
ends on January 3rd and we ask that all artists remove their art in a timely fashion for the next 
show which is “Artist of the Year”.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS…Jury Day is Saturday, December 6th.  If you are interested in 
jurying into a new category, now is your chance to do so.  Also, if you have friends who are 
longing to be a displaying artist, invite them.  Enter through the back door with your art from 
10am to 12pm.  Pick up your art the same day from 3pm – 5pm located in the Bower Class 
Room, 
 
The next show is “Artist of the Year” 2025.  Submission Day is January 5th and is by 
invitation only.  The list of eligible winners is out and has been mailed to all those eligible. 
 
I will step down as 2nd Vice President, December 31st and turn the office over to  Gina Eby who 
was elected to serve at the membership meeting in November. Being 2nd VP was a good 
learning experience.  I am grateful for the opportunity to work with so many wonderful artists.  
My Submission Team Leader, Gerlyn Friesenhahn, and Reception Team Leader,  Diane 
Parker, were absolutely the best to work with and if it had not been for them and their 
outstanding teams, I would not have lasted long in this position.  So, a big thank you to all of 
them for all they have done, and are doing, for the Art League.  I also want to say thank you 
to Vickie Merchant and her social media Team for publishing and photographing the winners of 
all our shows with their ribbons and artworks.  It’s been a pleasure to work with you. 
 
Best wishes to all NBAL members for a Happy Holiday, and………. 

Merry Christmas!!! 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Update from  
The Tech Team 
Stephen Marlow, Chair 

Silverscout1887@gmail.com 
 

The Tech Team held its first meeting in October, kicking off a review of options for upgrading 
our network equipment and examining several of the gallery’s day-to-day processes. Our goal 
is to streamline tasks for docents and simplify the organization’s bookkeeping by introducing 
more efficient, user-friendly technology. 
 
Throughout November, we began drafting a proposal for a commercial-grade networking and 
security camera system. This proposal will continue to be refined and is scheduled to be 
presented to the Executive Board in February. 

 
Annual Christmas Fundraiser for NBAL 

Wonderful weather for making ornaments!!!  

:  The annual Christmas ornament fundraiser is underway. Donations 

will be accepted through Christmas. If you have not been in to see this 

year’s Christmas tree, be sure to come by.  It is a splendid sight to see! 

Each ornament should be tagged with a sale price.  Special tags MUST be 

used on donated ornaments and are available in the gallery. Place the sale 

price on one side of the tag and your name on the other.  All proceeds will be given back to 

NBAL.  
   

Questions? E-mail Gina Cumberland, Chairperson, at gcumberland@yahoo.com . 

 
Give the Gift of Creativity! 

 Upcoming Art Workshops •  2026 
 

Looking for a meaningful Christmas gift that inspires, enriches, and lasts long after the 

holidays? Our upcoming 2026 Art Workshops are the perfect present for artists and aspiring 

artists alike! 

 

Whether you're shopping for someone who wants to sharpen their skills or a friend eager to 

explore something new, these workshops offer hands-on learning, expert instruction, and a 

fun, creative atmosphere. 
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Spaces fill quickly—treat yourself or someone special to an experience that sparks imagination 

and supports artistic growth! 

 

More details and registration information are available online at:  

The NBAL Website 
 

Let’s make 2026 a year of creativity!          
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Michelle Belto 

Jan 9-11, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

      NBAL Members - $515   Non-Members - $555 

Register & Pay now 

 
Michelle Belto, a nationally recognized teacher in encaustic and cold wax, has searched for 

ways to merge these  two mediums in her work. Her discovery of water-soluble wax materials 

not only allows for a mixed application of hot wax and cold wax but also promotes a safer and 

more environmentally friendly approach to potentially hazardous materials. By addressing the 

common challenges of heating equipment, ventilation, and solvent toxicity, water-soluble 

encaustic mediums provide a reassuring and responsible alternative for artists.   

 

This three-day workshop, suitable for students of all skill levels, is designed to be interactive. 

Michelle will give a brief presentation and demonstration each day, addressing the differences 

and similarities of water-based materials to traditional encaustic and cold wax. This will be 

followed by directed experiments on sample panels. The workshop encourages discussion, 

questions, and sharing, as an integral part of the class to foster a collaborative learning 

environment. Learn more about Michelle at MichelleBelto.com. 

 

 

 

https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html
https://www.michellebelto.com/
https://form.jotform.com/243406169028153
https://www.michellebelto.com/
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A NEW One-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Vicki Monette 

January 24, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm 

    NBAL Members - $65   Non-Members - $105 

Register & Pay now 

 
We will make a Color Chart using 3 tubes of watercolors and experiment with how these colors 

can work together to give a pleasing unified flow to our painting. 

This Color Chart will prepare the students to take the 2-day Parrot Workshop Friday and 

Saturday, February 20 and 21. 

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com. 

 

 
 

 

With Award Winning Artist 

Elizabeth St. Hilaire 

February 6-8, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $665 

Non-Members - $705 

Register & Pay now 
Elizabeth's sessions are fun and rich in detail — students love these classes!  Learn more 

about Elizabeth and her work at paperpaintings.com. 

 

http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252675741131152
http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://www.paperpaintings.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387305558160
https://www.paperpaintings.com/
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A NEW Two-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Vicki Monette 

Feb 20-21, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm daily 

NBAL Members - $130   Non-Members - $170 

Register & Pay now 

 
We will paint the parrot using the color chart we made in the January workshop and discover 

how this limited palette takes much of the stress out of creating a painting.  We’ll also explore 

techniques to make textures and add interest to our watercolor paintings. 

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com. 
 

To See All Up Coming Workshops  

Visit The NBAL Website 

Joan Fullerton March 24-26 Lynn Ferris May 15-17 

 March 27-29 Betty Franks June 5-7 

Sue Conner April 10-12   

Paul Jackson May 1-3   
 

2025 Board of Officers 
 

President – Mary Hammond                          Treasurer – Marcie Helmke  

1st VP – Vicki Houston                                    Asst. Treasurer – Chase Willett  

2nd VP     Debbie Cooper                                Parliamentarian – Stephen Marlow 

3rd VP –   Gretchen Goode                             President Emeritus – Elaine Felder  

Secretary – Jeanne Balkman 
 

 

http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252676166962166
http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html

