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November 2025 Newsletter 

Mary K. Hammond - President 

nbalpresident@gmail.com  

           

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to 
remain an artist once we grow up.”  

 Pablo Picasso 

Hello Everyone!  

I hope that by now  everyone has had a 

chance to read the proposed revisions 

made to the Constitution and Bylaws and 

are planning to be at the General Business Luncheon meeting (Voting), 

Nov. 18, 12 – 2 PM   to approve them. We will also be asking you to vote for 

NBAL to become incorporated This will change our name to New Braunfels 

Art League Inc. for all official business. All of the paperwork needed to do this, such as Certificate 

of Formation for Nonprofit Corporation and the application to the IRS to retain our 501 c 3 status, 

has been completed and approved. We have received a new Employer Identification Number 

(EIN) from the IRS. So now all that is left for us to do is to get the membership’s vote of approval 

and then transfer all of our assets over to this new entity as of January 1, 2026. This date was 

selected due to the tax year. The last item for voting will be for the officers for next year.  

At this meeting we will also be celebrating NBAL’s 60th Birthday!  

The Executive and Team Board members will be providing sandwiches, salads, chips, drinks, 

and of course CAKE.  

Thank You to the Committee “Operation Refresh” 

During the summer a group of members came together to compile suggestions to make changes 

or to update the gallery and organization. They worked very hard, gave up a lot of their time and 

put together a summary for us to review. I want to formally thank them for doing this and tell 

them once again that I think they presented us with several good proposals that I am hoping to 

move forward with. Thank you to these members: Gretchen Goode, Larry Johnson, Debbie 

Cooper, Anthony Castilleja, Carol Haralson, Vickie Moon Merchant, Leila Reynolds, and 

Deborah Richman,  
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I am sorry to say that due to disagreements or misunderstandings about what items would need 

the General Membership vote led to hard feelings on both sides. My apologies to the committee 

and to the general membership that some of this unrest spilled over into the organization. 

 

 

Moving forward with Good News 
A Technology Committee has now been formed and has had their first meeting. These 

gentlemen came forward and said they are willing to help us get the docent desk, and the 

bookkeeping department computerized and connected. I am so excited that we are  making 

some headway in this area and can’t wait to see what they come up with. BIG, Big Thank you 

to these members: Stephen Marlow, Frank Bayerque, Paul Bower, and Mark Martinez. 

 

We have three members who want to start a New Member Orientation Program. This program 

would send out a digital welcome packet that would be attached with our welcome letter that we 

currently send out now. They would also like to schedule meetings/gatherings to be held for the 

new members coming in to help them learn about NBAL. This is just getting off the ground, and 

these ladies need help. If you would like to help us get to know our new members better, then 

please contact one of these members: Carol Erwin tc2nd@aol.com, Vickie Merchant 

vickie.moonmerchant@gmail.com, or Dyan Lee dyan.lee9@gmail.com. Thank you, ladies, 

for taking this on. 

 

Outdoor Decorative Lighting  
One project that everyone saw and liked was decorative 

lighting for the outside of the building. This project does 

not have anyone to take charge and see it through. We 

have the name of a company and possibly a second one 

to get prices from.  

 

 

Let’s Grow Together – How to Propose New Programs or Changes 

If you have anything you would like the Executive Board to consider, please write up a proposal 

to be sent to the president or the board member who is in charge of that area in our organization.  

To change any Gallery Rules, please cite the Article, section and page number where it is found 

in the Yearbook and the Ex-Board will consider it and get back to you.  

To start a new program at the gallery, please be willing to chair a committee or volunteer to run 

the program. Write up what the program’s goals will be and how you want the program to run. 
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For any building renovation project, the president must chair it according to the officer job 

descriptions; but you must be willing to serve on the committee to help find such people as 

structural engineers to evaluate the soundness of our walls and floors and contractors who will 

do the work. Depending on the overall cost of the project it may need to be approved by the 

membership. 

 

Two Rivers Plein Air 2025 Winners 

The Judge for TRPA: Kraig Kiedrowsky 

Best of Show: “River in Slow Motion” by Myra Knapp  

1st Place: “ Gruene Hall” by Garland Swinney 

2nd Place “City Blooms” by Michael Gillespie 

3rd Place: “ Golden Arches view from River Road RV Resort” by Julie Sanderson 

Honorable Mention: “Guadalupe Float” by Pam Markham 

 

Jane Felts Mauldin Memorial Show to Return 

Larry Maulden who is Janes husband brought in her work to display during the TRPA event and 

reception. It got great reviews and some sales so we have asked him to bring it back during the 

“Come and Gift It” show which will be from November 17 through January 3. Thanks Larry. 

“True art is characterized by an irresistible urge in the creative artist.” Albert 

Einstein 

See you guys in the gallery,  

Mary Hammond 

NBAL President 

 

Marcie Helmke, Treasurer 
nbaltreasurer@gmail.com 

Top ten sellers : Nell Anderson, Jessica Veilleux, Rendy Spangenberg, Joe Eby, Gina Eby, Myra 

Knapp, Diane Black, Sheila Brown, Mark Mayfield, Leola Jahns 

Total Sales: Sept  2025 $   6967.25 

 Sept  2024 $ 10717.96 

 

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the  Board monthly and is 

available to anyone upon request. 
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Interested in a Studio? 

Need a space to work? Tired of using the dining room table? A private studio may be the answer 

to boost your creativity.  Beginning January 1st, studio #1 and studio #2 upstairs will be available 

to lease. Each studio has windows on two sides of the room so plenty of natural light. Each 

studio is 168 square feet.  Rental agreements are for one calendar year. The fee is $250 per 

month.  To express an interest, please email nbaltreasurer@gmail.com.  Should more than two 

members express an interest, a lottery will be held at the November general meeting to 

determine the two lucky winners.  

 

Workshop Team Leader Needed 

If you enjoy meeting new people, this may be the volunteer opportunity for you!  NBAL needs a 

workshop chairman. Duties include scheduling and hosting NBAL sponsored workshops during 

the year. For displaying members, serving as workshop team leader satisfies the work 

requirements to maintain your status.  To express interest or for more info, email:  

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com. 

 
Special Show News 

Debbie Cooper 
Irongoddess1@gmail.com 

 

“Artoberfest” is currently showing.  It will be on exhibition until Saturday November 15.  Please 
remember to pull your pieces no later than November 16 to make room for the next 
show…”Come and Gift It”.  We on the submission team appreciate your consideration. 
 
The next show is Come and Gift It.  Submission day is Monday, November 17, 9 – 12Noon. 
This show is a NO CATEGORY show. The show opens on Tuesday, November 18 and runs 
through Sunday, January 3rd.  The reception is Sunday, November 23, 2pm – 3:30pm.  Awards 
will be announced at 3 pm. 
 
Jury Day is Saturday, December 6, 2025, from 10am-12noon. A reminder will be sent to the 
members. The Social Media committee has been asked to publish this event on Facebook and 
Instagram. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone and we’ll see you at the gallery! 
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NEW BRAUNFELS ART LEAGUE 
PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2026 

 
A proposed slate of NBAL Executive Board Officers for the 2026 Calendar Year has been 
nominated in accordance with the NBAL Constitution and Bylaws and will be voted on during the 
November 18, 2025, general membership meeting. 
 
Nominations can also be made from the floor at the General Meeting with the approval of the 
person being nominated. 
 
The current slate of nominees is presented below.  

 
President………………….Mary Hammond 
1st Vice President………Janie Perez Martin 
2nd Vice President……...Gina Eby 
3rd Vice President………vacant 
Secretary…………………Melissa Mairn 
Treasurer…………………Marcie Helmke 
Assistant Treasurer…….vacant 
Parliamentarian…………Steven Marlow 

 
Newly elected executive officers and newly appointed team leaders will take office on January 
1, 2026. 
 

 

Facebook Facts 
Vickie Merchant, Social Media 

 

During October 2025, we had 59,297 views with 1,970 interactions.  The height of our views 

was October 17, the date of the Two Rivers Plein Air Reception!  What a wonderful celebration! 

We reached  almost 16,000 people!  We had 3,000 views on Instagram.  Please continue to 

LIKE and SHARE!  That’s one way to get the New Braunfels Art League News past our doors!  

We really appreciate your help.  

We need help with Instagram.  Our lead person had to quit due to other matters.  If you are 

interested, please email me at Vickie.moonmerchant@gmail.com 
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Annual Christmas Fundraiser for NBAL 
Wonderful weather for making ornaments!!!  

:  The annual Christmas ornament fundraiser is underway. Donations 

will be accepted through Christmas.  A display for the ornaments will be set 

up at the front of the gallery. The Christmas tree will be arriving soon. 

Each ornament should be tagged with a sale price.  Special tags MUST be 

used on donated ornaments and are available in the gallery. Place the sale 

price on one side of the tag and your name on the other.  All proceeds will be given back to 

NBAL.  
   

Questions? E-mail Gina Cumberland, Chairperson, at gcumberland@yahoo.com . 

 
Great Art Instruction — Free! 

Myra Knapp, Librarian 
 

Sometimes at remarkable speeds, technology can move us quickly past the equipment we 
understand, are comfortable using and have a love for.  The DVD player is now one such 
“vintage” piece of equipment.  Replaced by Streaming, many viewers have tossed out their DVD 
players.  If you are like me, I am slow to change my habits, so I still use my DVD player often. 
 
For those of you who can still play great movies, there is a treasure trove of wonderful 
instructional DVDs on all types of painting, jewelry making, and about different artists available 
to you in the NBAL Library.  Go check them out!  Get the key at the front desk, visit your Library 
and check out some great instructional videos to watch whenever you like. 
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Upcoming Workshops 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

A Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Michelle Belto 

Jan 9-11, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

      NBAL Members - $515   Non-Members - $555 

Register & Pay now 

 
Michelle Belto, a nationally recognized teacher in encaustic and cold wax, has searched for ways 

to merge these  two mediums in her work. Her discovery of water-soluble wax materials not only 

allows for a mixed application of hot wax and cold wax but also promotes a safer and more 

environmentally friendly approach to potentially hazardous materials. By addressing the 

common challenges of heating equipment, ventilation, and solvent toxicity, water-soluble 

encaustic mediums provide a reassuring and responsible alternative for artists.   

 

This three-day workshop, suitable for students of all skill levels, is designed to be interactive. 

Michelle will give a brief presentation and demonstration each day, addressing the differences 

and similarities of water-based materials to traditional encaustic and cold wax. This will be 

followed by directed experiments on sample panels. The workshop encourages discussion, 

questions, and sharing, as an integral part of the class to foster a collaborative learning 

environment. Learn more about Michelle at MichelleBelto.com. 

 

 

 

https://www.michellebelto.com/
https://form.jotform.com/243406169028153
https://www.michellebelto.com/


8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A NEW One-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Vicki Monette 

January 24, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm 

    NBAL Members - $65   Non-Members - $105 

Register & Pay now 

 
We will make a Color Chart using 3 tubes of watercolors and experiment with how these colors 

can work together to give a pleasing unified flow to our painting. 

This Color Chart will prepare the student to take the 2-day Parrot Workshop Friday and Saturday, 

February 20 and 21. 

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com. 

 

 
 

 

With Award Winning Artist 

Elizabeth St. Hilaire 

February 6-8, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily 

NBAL Members - $665 

Non-Members - $705 

Register & Pay now 
Elizabeth's sessions are fun and rich in detail — students love these classes!  Learn more about 

Elizabeth and her work at paperpaintings.com. 

 

http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252675741131152
http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://www.paperpaintings.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242387305558160
https://www.paperpaintings.com/
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A NEW Two-Day, Hands-On Workshop 

With Vicki Monette 

Feb 20-21, 2026; 10 am - 2 pm daily 

NBAL Members - $130   Non-Members - $170 

Register & Pay now 

 
We will paint the parrot using the color chart we made in the January workshop and discover 

how this limited palette takes much of the stress out of creating a painting.  We’ll also explore 

techniques to make textures and add interest to our watercolor paintings. 

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com. 
 

To See All Up Coming Workshops  

Visit The NBAL Website 

Joan Fullerton March 24-26 Lynn Ferris May 15-17 

 March 27-29 Betty Franks June 5-7 

Sue Conner April 10-12   

Paul Jackson May 1-3   
 

2025 Board of Officers 
 

President – Mary Hammond                          Treasurer – Marcie Helmke  

1st VP – Vicki Houston                                    Asst. Treasurer – Chase Willett  

2nd VP     Debbie Cooper                                Parliamentarian – Stephen Marlow 

3rd VP –   Gretchen Goode                             President Emeritus – Elaine Felder  

Secretary – Jeanne Balkman 
 

 

http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://pci.jotform.com/form/252676166962166
http://www.vickimonette.com/
https://www.thenewbraunfelsartleague.com/workshops.html

