October 2025 Newsletter

Mary K. Hammond - President
nbalpresident@gmail.com

“The richness | achieve comes from nature, the
source of my inspiration.”

Claude Monet
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Hello Everyone!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY NBAL!

Our wonderful organization turns 60 years old this month. October is always a busy month for
us but this year we are extra busy. Please take a look at what we have planned.

Two Rivers Plein Air

We have 28 artists, three who are coming from out of state, who have signed up for the TRPA
weeklong competition taking place Oct 13 — Oct 18. The one-day Quick Draw event that starts
off the week has an additional 8 artists who are coming to join the fun. The Downtown
Association will once again be joining us for the reception on Friday Oct 17 as their fall social
celebration, which we hope will bring good sales for the artists and the gallery. Let’s all say a
little prayer that we have this beautiful cooler weather for these events.

HELP!!! We are in desperate need of workers to help during TRPA. Please take a look at the
clipboard hanging on the door between the gallery and the kitchen and help us fill in some of
those blanks on the Manpower Schedule. Those of you who need to make up a docent

workday we need you now. =
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Jane Felts Mauldin Memorial Show

" s [l During the week of TRPA, we will have

o e’wﬁ the honor of displaying the work of one
of our well-known local artists and a
past member. Jane’s husband, who is
~ one of our members, will be hanging
L herwork for sale at the front right corner &
of the gallery on Sunday Oct 12. You ,T
may recognize her work from the work she has done for the
Sophienburg Museum & Archives here in New Braunfels,
located at 401 W Coll St.

Native Plants Society of Texas

The New Braunfels chapter of the Native Plants Society of Texas has asked us to display the
winners of their art contest “Texas Native Plants in Schools”. Students from the fourth grade
at Lamar Elementary and Memorial Elementary will be competing for ribbons such as most
lifelike, most colorful, most rare plant, most common plant, and "best in show". The young
artist's work will be on display from Oct 20 through the 315!, so be sure to welcome the students
and parents as they come in to see the winners.

Constitution and Bylaws Review and Revision

BIG, Big Thank you to all of you who came to the meeting to revise our Constitution and Bylaws.
We had 47 members attend and give input on which added bylaws were needed and how they
should be written into our yearbook. The urgency of the meeting was to ensure that | have time
to have these documents reviewed by an attorney, then posted again for you to review before
we vote on them at our General Business Luncheon (Voting), Nov. 18, 12 — 2 PM. They
then need to be formatted for the yearbook.

See you guys in the gallery, =
Mary Hammond
NBAL President



Marcie Helmke, Treasurer

nbaltreasurer@gmail.com

Top ten sellers : Nanette Scranton, Jessica Veilleux, Deborah Richman, Brenda Briggs
Shannon, Brent McCarthy, Erin Velez, Gina Eby, Janet Olson, Marta Roberts, Joan Ehlert-
McBride

Total Sales: Aug 2025 $ 8150.74

Aug 2024 $ 6628.62

A detailed financial report of the Art League balances is furnished to the Board monthly and is
available to anyone upon request.

Urgent Warning
NBAL has been hacked!

Many members are being sent very similar messages with a phone number of
someone you probably know in the Art League in an email address listed in the
address field, like 8306290237 @vzwpix.com

All these emails include an attachment called text_0.txt. DO NOT UNDER ANY
CIRCUMSTANCES CLICK ON THIS ATTACHMENT.

If you do, it is highly likely that your personal information and all your contact list
info will instantly be stolen. This has happened to several members in the past
few days. If you have questions or concerns, contact an identity theft firm or
professional of your choosing.

To learn more, Google The scoop on vzwpix email

Interested in a Studio?

Need a space to work? Tired of using the dining room table? A private studio may be the
answer to boost your creativity. Beginning January 15, studio #1 and studio #2 upstairs will be
available to lease. Each studio has windows on two sides of the room so plenty of natural light.
Each studio is 168 square feet. Rental agreements are for one calendar year. The fee is $250
per month. To express an interest, please email nbaltreasurer@gmail.com. Should more than
two members express an interest, a lottery will be held at the November general meeting to
determine the two lucky winners.
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Workshop Team Leader Needed

If you enjoy meeting new people, this may be the volunteer opportunity for you! NBAL is in
need of a workshop chairman. Duties include scheduling and hosting NBAL sponsored
workshops during the year. For displaying members, serving as workshop team leader satisfies
the work requirements to maintain your status. To express interest or for more info, email:
nbaltreasurer@gmail.com.

Parking — HOT topic of the month

As the city of New Braunfels implements new parking rules, it is good to review NBAL policy
for parking at the gallery. The spaces closest to the building are reserved for the docents
working that day at the gallery. The three spaces next to Krause’s are labeled with NBAL'’s
towing policy. Each sign has a number: 1, 2, or 3. If you park in one of those spaces, be sure
to write your name on the back door.

When violators are suspected, the building is canvassed to find the owner of the vehicle. If the
owner is NOT present in the building, the vehicle is subject to be towed at owner’s expense.
This means the parking spaces are reserved for members utilizing the building. If you choose
to leave to go out to eat, please move your vehicle or be subject to towing.

Docent Tip of the Month

e Displaying artists are reminded to use their full name on art tags in the gallery. We have
several members with very similar names and we want to credit sales to the correct
artist.

e Please print clearly when completing art tags OR complete them at home on your
computer for better legibility.

e Please follow the detailed steps posted on the desk to complete charge sales to ensure
you get two receipts after the sale. A signed customer receipt is required to be submitted
with each invoice.

Important Reminder
Vicki Houston, 15t VP

Please do not forget that we start the intake of next year’s membership on October 15t
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Special Show News
Debbie Cooper
Irongoddess1@gmail.com

“Art of Photography” — Ends Sunday, October 12. Art that has not sold must be picked up
by 5pm. If you received a ribbon, and your art is still hanging on Monday morning, your ribbon
will be placed in the donation box in the kitchen along with your comment card. Thank you for
being punctual in picking up your art.

Two Rivers Plein Air check-in begins Monday, October 13 at 10am. The reception is Friday,
October 17, 6pm — 8pm. Co-chair is Mary Hammond.

Special Show: “Artoberfest” submission day is Monday, October 20, 9am to 12 noon. This is
an OPEN SHOW...open to non-member artists. It is also a 5-category show. Judging will take
place on Tuesday, October 21 from 10am — 1pm and the show opens on Wednesday, October
23",

The reception, which will celebrate NBAL'’s 60 years, is Sunday October 26, 2pm — 3:30pm.
Awards will be given at 3pm. Come celebrate!!!

Beginning 2026, there will be NO Special Show Co-Chairs for special shows.

JOB OPENINGS:

The Submission Team has 3 positions open. Anyone interested in working on this team,
please contact Gerlyn Friesenhahn, Submission Team Leader at gmfriesenhahn@yahoo.com
This team is also looking for judges. If you can help with this, please contact the Submission
Team Leader. Thank you

The Reception Team has 2 positions open to work at the front desk for all shows. You must
be proficient in writing sales. If you are interested in this position, please contact Diane Parker,
Reception Team Leader at dianekelseyparker@gmail.com

See you at the gallery!
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NEW BRAUNFELS ART LEAGUE
PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2026

Submitted by Dr. Larry Johnson, Parliamentarian

A proposed slate of NBAL Executive Board of Officers for the 2026 Calendar Year has been
nominated in accordance with the NBAL Constitution and Bylaws and will be voted on during
the November 18, 2025, general membership meeting.

Nominations can also be made from the floor at the General Meeting with the approval of the
person being nominated.

The current slate of nominees is presented below. Other than Janie Perez Martin and Gina
Eby, the remaining names on the ballot are returning 2025 Executive Board members.

President...................... Mary Hammond
1st Vice President.......... Janie Perez Martin
2nd Vice President......... Gina Eby

3rd Vice President.......... Gretchen Goode
Secretary...........cceenenn. Anthony Castilleja
Treasurer......ccoecvvvvenennns Marcie Helmke
Assistant Treasurer....... Vacant
Parliamentarian............. Steven Marlow

Newly elected executive officers and newly appointed team leaders will take office on January
1, 2026.

Fantastic Facebook Insights
Vickie Merchant, Social Media

Lately The New Braunfels Art League Facebook Page has been hitting it out of the park! One
post showing NBAL at night after the latest show opened received over 25,600 Views! This
was the most Views we have ever had! Several said, “Now that looks like a real hopping’
gallery.” Hopefully, this new night view will bring in lots of buyers into the gallery. We also
have 3,300 Followers!

On another note, the 3™ Annual Two Rivers Plein Air Event is right around the corner, Oct. 13-
17, 2025! On our Facebook page, you can see videos of our Platinum Sponsors. They have
helped NBAL by supplying funds, food, wine, desserts and subsidizing the receptions. These
include 2 Tarts Bakers, Cemex, ComalTex Insurance, Johnson Furniture, Krause's Café,
Moody Bank, The Mess Around at the Crosswalk and Water2 Wine. Please thank them next
time you frequent their business.

Our Gold Sponsors: AMMO Marketing, the Brauntex Theatre, and MDH Designs & Decoration
have also helped with this event. Our Silver Sponsors: Scoops, The Art Cottage and The
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Gallery at Gruene, have also supported this event. Cheryl Wooten promoted the event through
our last category, Artistt We greatly appreciate everyone who promoted and sponsored this
event.

If you frequently view our Facebook page, The New Braunfels Art League, we’re sure you are
aware of the Wonderful Workshops that have been scheduled for the rest of the year and in
2026! If not, please check out our Facebook or Instagram page or our website www.nbal.org
There you can sign up electronically to save your spot.

Hope everyone has a safe Halloween!

Annual Christmas Fundraiser for NBAL

Can’t wait to see this year’s masterpieces!

Don’t Forget: g The annual Christmas ornament fundraiser will be
' starting in October in sync with Artoberfest Show on October 20. Donations
will be accepted through Christmas. A display for the ornaments will be set
up at the front of the gallery.

: «# Each ornament should be tagged with a sale price. Special tags MUST be
used on donated ornaments and are available in the gallery. Place the sale price on one side
of the tag and your name on the other. All proceeds will be given back to NBAL.

Questions? E-mail Gina Cumberland, Chairperson, at gcumberland@yahoo.com .

Upcoming Workshops

N orth!

A Three-Day, Hands-On Cold Wax Workshop
with Melinda Cootsona
Nov 14-16, 2025; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $645 Non-Members - $685
Register & Pay now
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In this three-day workshop, Melinda Cootsona will guide students in creating rich, layered cold
wax paintings with a focus on the human figure. Although often associated with abstraction,
cold wax is equally powerful in enhancing realist work. Students will learn techniques that
balance control with the medium’s spontaneous, surprising nature—part of what makes it so
engaging.

e Level: Intermediate to advanced

e Medium: Oil and cold wax (water-based oils permitted)
Melinda Cootsona has taught painting for over 24 years, leading workshops across the U.S.
and Europe. She was an early pioneer of online art instruction, launching her first eCourse in
2012. Known for her detailed feedback and constructive critique, her classes are consistently
in high demand. Learn more about Melinda at melindacootsona.com.
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WITHOUT WORRY!

Discovering Water-Soluble Alternatives for Encaustic & Cold Wax Painting

A Three-Day, Hands-On Workshop
With Michelle Belto
Jan 9-11, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $515 Non-Members - $555
Register & Pay now

Michelle Belto, a nationally recognized teacher in encaustic and cold wax, has searched for
ways to merge these two mediums in her work. Her discovery of water-soluble wax materials
not only allows for a mixed application of hot wax and cold wax but also promotes a safer and
more environmentally friendly approach to potentially hazardous materials. By addressing the
common challenges of heating equipment, ventilation, and solvent toxicity, water-soluble
encaustic mediums provide a reassuring and responsible alternative for artists.

This three-day workshop, suitable for students of all skill levels, is designed to be interactive.
Michelle will give a brief presentation and demonstration each day, addressing the differences
and similarities of water-based materials to traditional encaustic and cold wax. This will be
followed by directed experiments on sample panels. The workshop encourages discussion,
questions, and sharing, as an integral part of the class to foster a collaborative learning
environment. Learn more about Michelle at MichelleBelto.com.
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- - - A NEW One-Day, Hands-On Workshop
i ' " With Vicki Monette
January 24, 2026; 10 am -2 pm
NBAL Members - $65 Non-Members - $105
Register & Pay now

We will make a Color Chart using 3 tubes of watercolors and experiment with how these colors
can work together to give a pleasing unified flow to our painting.

This Color Chart will prepare the student to take the 2-day Parrot Workshop Friday and
Saturday, February 20 and 21.

Learn more about Vicki at vickimonette.com.

FLORALS

With Award Winning Artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire
February 6-8, 2026; 10 am - 5 pm Daily
NBAL Members - $665
Non-Members - $705

Reqister & Pay now
Elizabeth's sessions are fun and rich in detail — students love these classes! Learn more
about Elizabeth and her work at paperpaintings.com.
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Two Rivers Plein Air Program Sponsors

We wish to thank the following businesses that have partnered with NBAL to make the
Two Rivers Plein Air event a reality for the community of New Braunfels.

Platinum Sponsors

2tarts Bakery

139 N. Castell Avenue,
“Sweet” 300

New Braunfels

Voted Best Desserts in New
Braunfels for 14 years

CAKES COFFEE TARTS running!

Home of the Food Network Champ, Ashley
Landerman and her sister April Ryan. Together N
these 'tarts’ are making Downtown the Stop by 2tarts Bakery and

destination for sweet treats, made from scratch  sample their culinary artistry,
daily, with love and a whole lotta butter! located just around the

corner from NBAL Gallery.

CEMEX
2682 Wald Rd
CEMEX =+

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE TRPA AWARDS
RECEPTION. We are a global building materials -
company committed to providing innovative and
sustainable solutions for the construction industry. Our
core value is being active in the communities in which
we live and work. Building a better future and serving the
New Braunfels community by supporting the arts with
NBAL.
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1110 Eikel Street E
New Braunfels, TX 78130

Comaltex Insurance Agency E
r

Decades of Local Insurance

Knowledge
Professionals with Hearts to E

Serve

R u)':‘ly. &7

COMALI

INSURANCE AGENCY INCORPORATED

Come see us and our rescue cats, Sylvester, Flo, Catzilla and Cab

Johnson
Furniture Co.

thnSO[] 283 S. Seguin Ave,
* New Braunfels
furniture

Tk ]ohnsgn urniture | !

Locally owned
business serving
the New Braunfels
area since 1966,
providing exceptional customer service and high-
quality furniture pieces. Explore our showroom to
discover a wide selection of locally crafted furniture, accents, art, and photography,
conveniently located just blocks from the NBAL Gallery.

Krause’s Café
148 S. Castell Ave., E ]

New Braunfels %

- Host of the TRPA QUICK E
Krause 5 v
NEW BRAUNFELS, TExas SPONSOR of the opening MEET and MINGLE!
Step from NBAL’s door and into Krause’s Beer
Garden where there is always Music, Food and Beer. OPEN 7:30am to
9:00pm
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The Mess Around at

Crosswalk
471 Main Plaza ..ll|l°" .. |” .. l
New Braunfels, TX 78130 ' " “"" .

Mill Street Art Gallery
387 W Mill St
New Braunfels, Tx 78310

MILL ST REET millstreetartgallery@hotmail.com

ﬁV’t é’@%f'g/ Off the beaten path into exceptional art.

T

Moody Bank

Moody
B k New Braunfels

Gt

Committed to Being Your Community Bank with
Global Experience.

In all that we do, our mission is to build long-lasting customer and employee relationships by
living our core values of respect and delivering excellent financial services. Moody National
Bank, founded in 1907, is one of the oldest and largest privately owned Texas-based banks.
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Water 2 Wine

., 185 S. Seguin Ave.
TER NE New Braunfels

Voted BEST WINE SELECTION & BEST BARTENDER
in New Braunfels!!

World Sourced — Texas Made!
A small-batch winery in the heart of downtown New Braunfels.
Offering daily wine tastings and selling wines by the glass, bottle
and batch.

AMMO

240 Comal Avenue,
New Braunfels

www,theammogroup.com
Tactical marketing. Dominating results

13



—PERFORMING ARTS—

The Brauntex Theatre, a historic gem in downtown
New Braunfels, has been bringing world-class
entertainment to our community since 1942.

From live music and comedy to film and cultural
performances, the Brauntex connects audiences
through unforgettable shared experiences while
preserving the charm and history of our city’s
beloved performing arts venue.

290 W San Antonio St [/ "'="| '|I|E|

'|'| |I"|

New Braunfels, Texas ', I I |I ":"|

830-627-0808 Hll';'ill" |. I‘I '|
BRAUNTEX.ORG IR
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MARTIN D. HUNT
Design & Decoration

Thank you, M.D.H. Designs,
for your Gold Sponsorship!

MARTIN D. HUNT
Design & Decoration

N————

Martin D. Hunt Design and E JE
Decoration -
www.martindhunt.com EE

martin@martindhunt.com E

. 830 832-6941

Designing homes that feel both elegant and
inviting where friends, family, and pets
alike feel at home.

Silver Sponsors

ART COTTAGE

New Braunfels

(1{4 (/O‘H ‘ﬁgg 307 West San Antonio St.
L

LJOf'kiM% é}udi-o Located in the Grassmarket behind the Huisache Grill, right across

&
ga“@ry

the railroad tracks from NBAL.
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Gallerie at Gruene
1633 Hunter Road, Suite A,

Gﬂf!ﬂriﬂ at G]"HEHE Gruene TX

Beautiful view of downtown Gruene and the Gruene Dance Hall from their front lawn.

|
230 V\ San Amtrmfo St
New Braunfels, TX 781:

StTre

Located just across the street from
NBAL you will find premium ice cream
made in-house from scratch. Enjoy a scoop of ice cream, sorbeft, or dairy free
ice cream in a cup, cone, shake or float. Come see what we are scooping today!

Bronze Sponsors

Artist Supporter

Cheryl Wooten
CHERYLS ART www.cheryls-art.com
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2025 Board of Officers

President — Mary Hammond
18t VP — Vicki Houston

2" VVP  Debbie Cooper

3" VP — Gretchen Goode
Secretary — Anthony Castilleja

FOUNDER INVESTOR

CELEBRATE WITH US IN 2020

Treasurer — Marcie Helmke

Asst. Treasurer — Chase Willett
Parliamentarian — Dr. Larry Johnson
President Emeritus — Elaine Felder
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